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CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENTS. [the number required at each station proposed by the 
DOCUMENT bill, The Governor of the Territory being comiman- 


; : ider-in-chief of the militia, the officers, according to 

Relating to the bill (S. 160) ‘to provide for the | their respective grades, oobaks report to him, thet st 
armed occupation and settlement of that part of Flo- ‘all times, they might be in readiness to meet any 
rile which is nO w overrun and infested by maraud- requisition which the General co:mmanding the Uni- 
ing bands of hostile Indians. ted States troops might make of him to prosecute the 

January 17, 1339. Submitted by Mr. Benron,| war. The settlers, thus required by the Commanding 
and ordered to be printed. General, should be mustered into the aerviee, and on 

WASHINGTON, January 16, 1839. the same footing with the oops of the United States. 

Sir: Respecting the armed occupation and settle-| During the tive required to.put in tull operation 
ment of that part of Florida now overtun by the In- the provisions of the contemplated law, [think 
dian, as proposed by the bill which you were pleased | if important, in order to protect the present <etilers, 
to put into my hands, (with the accompanying lefter | tO Induce those who have left to return to their plan- 
from Dr. Lawsen,) and upon which you do me | lalous, and to guard against a recurrsnee of the dis- 
the honor tu ask my views, [ beg teave to state, 48lers Which belel those on the frontier fast sum ner, 
that the plan is one, sin iny opinion, eminently | and, indeed, to within afew week-, when several 
calculated to accomplish the objects intended. Bat | persons were murdered and honses burned near Black 
permit ine to say, thet before that law can be proul- | creek, that the citizens on the frontier, not exceeding 
gatel and carried into eifeet, it will be too late for |i number a brigade, should be. mustered into the 
the settlers to clear land for cuitivation this year. I j service of the United States tor six months, or one 
therefore r-snectfully beg leave to suggzest, that, at | sear, unless sooner discharged, under the provisions 
first, they snould be located iinimediately co mignous | Of the act of Congress of May 1836, authorizing the 
to the present exposed fioutier sttlements within the | President af the Cuited States to reeeive th n thousand 
Alachua county, near Fort King, anton either bank  voluateers, This being done, [ ain satisfied we stall 
of tre river St. Johns, and south of St. Augustine, hear no more reports of murders, cr houses burned, 
to New Smyrna, and thence gradually along the At-| by the Indians. 
lantic coast to Cape Florida, 

There is a number of plantations, with extensive 
clearings, in Alachua county, on the bank of the St. 
Johns; at the head of the river Matanzas; at To- 
moka, on the river Halifax; at New Smyrna, and 
also so ne few settlements on New River, an? near 
Cape Florida; which in consequence of this protrae- 
ted war, remain unoccupied. 11 is believed their pro- 
prietors would not object to have them occupied and 
cultivated by the settlers, who might thereby secure 
provisions for the ensuing year. 

Fiint or gourd seed corn can be planted in Florida as 
late as the iniddle of April; and that of Cuba, which 1s 
a heavier corn than either of the others, and of quicker 
growth, admits of being planted as late as the middle 
of June. Seed of the last deecription of corn could 
be imported and furnished to sich of the settlers as 
might be late in com aeocing their planting operations, cruelty. From the wrecks the Indians obtain sap- 


1 would, also, respectfully suggest, that the allow- | ; ; . 
ance of sazar, co fre, and soap, De added to the ra. ; Piles of those articles required to carry on nw? a 
tioas proposed to be furnished, and that these be ex sesides this, they derive a principal soarce of livelt- 
tended to the members of the fa:nily and lavorers| Oo! from fishing in the lagoons and waters which 
‘ ‘ ihe 3 : a. a s . . : 
run parallel with this coast. 


wiich each settler inay bring with hin, ; : 
‘The objects of the bill would also be much advan-| — [ bave read, with much interest, the letter of the 
ced, if transpurtation were provided for the settlers ;; Surgeon General, Dr. Lawson, and [was much 
say from St_ Marks to the several posts that may be! pleased to find that he does not think the country as 
established on the westeru aide of the peninsula along | unhealthy as i has teen represented. Coming froin 
the Galf of Mexico; from the Depot on Biack creek | $0 disinterested a sonice, lis statements cannot fail 
t» those posts established on the St. Johns and itstri- to remove linpressions not | ss erroneous than pre- 
butaries; from the depot at St. Augustine to the posts |jJudicial fo the country. His description ot the 
that may be established at the head of the river Ma- | country around Cape sable will duwbtless attract 
tangas, at Mosjnito or New Siaverna, Indian river, aitention, and T hope many ol our citizens, who are 
Jupiter river, New viver, Key Biscayne, and so a- | looking to Texas and other forciga climes, may see 
round to Cape Sable. Unless the faci ities of trans-j) tl, aod be tiduced to seek in Florida ie resdence, 
portation be adorded, it 1s my opinon that few, Where they will had a soil and chinate equal to the 
if any, cou ds tind their way to the posts in the: best, ane a county just as easy of access, 
southern parts of the peninsula, for the want of cone | Here L beg leave to say, that tie country east of 
veyancee, Neher would it be sale to penetrate so Suwannee piver is Capeble ot sisalning an tnmense 
far into the enemy's country witha force shart of population, and must, in the political order ol things 
fitty or ene hun ired men, to secure tle t landing, and eventuaily form a Siate separate trou tiat of Mid- 
maintain the ground. dle and West Florita, ant greatly to their a vantage 
Tae country so intended to be oceupied shonld be and that of the country, In this part’ ot Fiorida, 
divi ted into districts, and the settlers enbodied ac- exclusive of the extensive hamnocks ant very pro- 
cording to the militia organization directed by Con- ductive pine lands, there are great bodies of savanna, 
gress, (and not according to the present local laws,) Swawu), wnd meadow lands, couposed of the richest 
taducing the number of privates of each company to soil, to wit: alluvial clay aud marl, much ot which, 





| The Commanding General could then dispose .of 
bis regular toree on the Atlantic coast, in the ocen- 
pation of New Sinyrna, Fort Pierce, Fort Jupiter, 
‘Fort Lauderiale, at New River, Cape Florida, Key 
Biscayne, and Key Largo, the posts in the interior of 
the country, at Tampa Bay, and others on that coast. 
The importanee, and indeed necessity, of occupy- 
ing the Atlantic seaboard mast b+ obvious to all, 
Pie Indians have ever been in the habit of resorting 
to it, tu the spring and autumn, in search of wrecks, 
which are of trequent occurrence on thal coast, 
Phe counter cucrents, setting in from the Bahamas, 
and the coutracted gorge of the gulf, in calins as well 
as hoisterous weather, baffle the skill of the best navi- 
gators. Our light houses are inenificient, and weasels 
fare driven. or dift, on tha’ shore, and the unfortunate 
mariner becomes the victiin of sauvage revenge aut 
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wher properly reclaimed, will, south of St. Augus- 
tine, produce two crops of grain e.ch year. 

On two hundred acres of reelained swamp land, 
I nade an sverag- of thuty-six bushels of Cuba seer 
corn per acre, while, at the same time, a crop of su 
gar cane was g owing on the same two hundred acres, 
the manusacture of which was prevented by the war. 

This 's the only portion of the United Siates pos- 
sessing a tropical climate, ‘Phe advantages which, | 
believe, wilt grow out of the adoption, by Congres-, 
of this measure, for the occupation and settiement 
of it, will soon render us, in some degree. indepen- 
dent of the West lidies, except in the article ot col- 
fee, which, | think, cannot be there raised, owing to 
the blighting winds of auiuimn pa-sing across the nar 
row peninsula. Sugav, (uba tobacco, and all the 
other staples and fruit- of those islands, I believe, will 
be cultivated in great abundance in Florida. ‘These 
articles, together with the orange of the country, 
which is more highly valued tnan that of other places 
with the aid of steamboats and sailroads, can be sent 
to the no:thern and western States in full perf ction. 

That Florida is also destined to be a great silk pro- 
@ucing country is placed beyond a doubt. 

When in command in the country east of the river 
St. Johns, | had an oppottunity of exa aiming ach 
of it alons the Atlantic coast and the barks of that 
river, to within a few milesoi the O-ke-cho-be Tike. 
In the conrse of my ebservations, I found that m ich 
ofthe conntry, particulily onthe banks and arocd he 
head-waters of the St. Jo'ms and Indian rivers, was 
subject to inundation; and owing to there betig no 
other outlet forthe .ischarge of the waters which, 
curing the wet seasons, eccumulate there toan the 
mouth of those rive s, to wit: the St. Johns, at 
a distance of upwards of 300 imiles, and Ja- 
dian river, at 100 niles, impeded as they are in their 
discharge by the tide waters of the ocean, whose in- 
fluence is felt a considerable distance up tho e rive s 

That important section of country is susceptible 
of b ing easily drained. In the nerghborhvod of the 
head waters of the St. Johns, the distance 1s not 
more than seven to eighteen miles trom the ocean. | 
The country beirg level and forming an meh d- 
plane towards the sea, auc, is many places, not more | 
than twoor three miles of timbered land, canals! 
conld be cut through the intervening country at com- 
paratively httle expense, 

As these improvements will probably be left by the 
Government to individual enterprise, the propused 
settlement of that country would aid much in the 
accomplishment of so great an object, bv which thous. | 
ands of acres of the richest alluvial soil would be 
redeemed and brought into a state or successful culti- 
vation, that at present are of no use whatever. 

T have also to observe, than unless a canal is cut | 
across the Haulover, connecting the waters of the! 
Indian river and those of the Hillsborough river, or| 
Mosqnito lagoon, the conntry about the head of those | 
rivers mnst necessarily be unhealthy ; the one being | 
about 100 niles, as already stated, and the other | 
nearly thirty miles, froin its entrance from the ocean, | 
with no current, the winds raising the waters of the | 
one and depressing those of the other, throw all the 
drift on shore. This being a mass of vegetable mat- | 
ter, and there left to decompose, must, more or less, | 
affect the health of that section, notwithstanding the 
salutnity of the climate. 

The cutting this canal will increase the body of | 
water, and create a current from the influence of the 
tide at the heads of those rivers, and thereby cleanse 
the shcres, and facilitate the transportation of sup- 
plies, at all times, to the posts on Indian and Jupiter 
rivers, through the Mosquito entrance, with more 
safety, and at less expense, than by the dangerous 
navigation round Cape Canaveral. It will prevent 











also the necessity of crossing the inlet at Indian ri- 
‘ver, which seldom bas more than six feet of water, 
ated often less. 
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I also beg to be permitted to say, that every effort 
has been made by the inhabitants, who were driven 
by the Tncians from their homes, to return, aid ree 
stipe the cullivatio: of their fields; but the eflort has 
beew invaniably attended with disa-trons consequen- 
Ces, and great sacrifice of life, which must in vitably 
con inne to be the case, util efficient protection is 
eatended to them. 

The mere occupation of ports, garisoned with 
artillery or infantry, \ Hl not aliord that protection, 
Phere were tore uurders committed last yearwhen, 
by the closeol the previouscampaign, the Ludians had 
heen reduced to about one-fifth of their original 
nuinber, than during the whole previous period of the 
War, 

I am also persuaded that unless the frontier is 
placed in a state of deience, and the Atlantic side of 
the coast occupied, the scenes of last year will be 
re-enacted, 

I cannot close this letter without observing that I ean 
bear testimony to the willingness of the inhabitants 
to contribute all in their power in aid of any measure 
Which may have for its object the close of this des- 
treective war, the continuance of which every day 
adds so inuch more to thes rions calumaties to whieh 
they have been innocently subjected. 

With sentiments of much respect, I have the honor 
to be, your most obedient servant, 

JOSEPH M. HERNANDEZ, 
Brig Ges commanding East Florida Militia. 
To the Hon. Thomas H. Bevton, 
United States Senator, 





MEMORIAL OF HEZEKIAH L. THISTLE, 
Praying thot certain communiteations addressed hy 

him to the Secretary of War, and Chairman of the 

Committee on Military Affuirs of the Senate, en 

the subject of expelling the hostile Indians from 

Florida, may be printed, 

January 18, 1839—Ordered to be printed. 
To the honorable the Senate of the United States in 
Congress assembhd : 

The memorial ot Uezekiah L. Thistle, of the State 
of Louisiana, late senior captain and commandant 
ol a body of volunteers raised by him in the State of 
Pennsylvania, uncer the authority of the Secretary 
of War, tor a tour of duty in Florida, which has been 
performed, RespecreULLy SHOWwerH : 

That your memorialist having had much experi- 
ence in former years with the Lodians in various 
se tions of the country, by which he became familiar 
with their habits and usages; and having been eme 
ployed duting two campaigns in Flosida, as a captain 
of volunteers in the service of the United States; 
and having seen, by the report of the Secretary of 
War tothe President, of November 28th last, as com- 
munieated to Congress with the President’s me-sage, 
of Decetuber 31 last. that * the Indians must be ex- 
pelled from Florida,” your wet:orialiat was desi- 
rus that the Government should profit by his expe- 
risnee, and, if acceptable. also by his services ; he 
therefore communicated his views to the Seeretary 
of War, on the 19th of November last, which were 
further developed in another communication of the 
19th ultimo, addressed to the chairman of the Milita- 
ry Committee of the Senate; which commutiications 
your memorialist prays may be printed for the ase of 
the Senate ; and for that purpose he respectfully pre- 
sents herewith copies thereof. And as in duty 
bound he will ever pray. 

H. L. THISTLE, Captain. 

Wasuincron, Jan. 17, 1839. 

Wastrtxaron, Nov, 19, 1838. 

Sir: I had the honor to address a letter to 
you on the 18th of September last, enclosing the 
tender of a number of citizens of Philadelphia, as 
volunteers in Florida for one year, in which service, 
if accepted, they solicited my command. Your 
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— 
prompt answer informed me tat, as no existing law 
authorize! the acceptance of volunteers, yon de 
clined the proposition Since that period, the 
treacherous character of the Florida [ndians has Leen 
more fully developed to the public, (but nat to my: 
self, since early and long experience hat given me 
distinct knowledge. as well of their faithlessness, as 
of their haunts, habits, warfare, and the most pro 
mising mode to subtue then.) Knowing your ar- 
dent desire to expel them from Florida, and that 
your best efforts are directed to that object, while the 
attention of the military force is attracted in several 
other quarters, [ have taken the liberty to make an- 
other communication, under the hope that mny zeal 
and experience may be acceptable to you and useful 
to our country 3 whether for present service or such 
as Congresa may authorize. 








I profess to be a perfect woodsman, and have given 
pro f of my ability to trace the wilds of Florida 
without vuide or interpreter, (those fruitful sources 
of vexatious disappointment, ignorance, and treache- 
rv,) to reach the haunts of the wily savage, and to 
face him when found; for these truths TP may refer 
an! safely appeal to many of the most distinguished 
officers of the ariny. I have also the influence to 
raise promptly a considerable body of able and suit- 
able men, (chiefly me hanics, of strength to endure 
and perform, and skill to make or repair what may 
be needed.) of which your department had some 
proof last year. 

If thas permitted to raise and command a partisan 
corps, say 690 men, mere or less, 200 of which to be 
mounted, with one light field prece. suffi-ie at bag. 
gare wayons, drawn by oxen and pack horses, for 
carrying provisions, ammusit ou, &e., the whole to 
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sight.) used with ball and buckshot, would supply 
the rest, 

A portion of land shonld, perhaps, be tendered to 
the men, upon condition that their duty be farhful- 
lv performed ; and thie would create a strong ine 
ducement to recruits, and also to faithful services. 

With such a force, L think T might safely promise 
to expel the Indians froin any reasonable portion of 
Florida that might be assigned to me. And if the 
whole territory were thus sitaltaneously operated 
on, a few such corps, anda very short time, would 
obviously suffice to drive out or destroy its whole 
[udian population, and at a very small comparative 
expense, 

In thus submitting my views and tender of servi- 
ces, | feel assured you willdo ample justice to my 
zealous frankness, and give them all the considera- 
tion they merit, 

1 have the honor to be, with much respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 
H. l.. THISTLE, Captain, 
To the Hon. Joet R. Poinsetr, 
Secretary of War. 














Wasuincron, Dec. 19, 1838. 


Dear Sik: I had the honor to hand to you on the 
Lith inst , copies of sundry letters relating to various 
subjects, including one to the Hon. Secretary of 
War. of 19th ult. on the sutject of employing a 
partisan corps in Florida, with a brief outline of ite 
contemplated op rations, to which letter | now res- 
pectfully invite your attention, and to which fF will 
now proceed to make some supplementary remarks, 
premising that, in all [shall say, no tint of censure 
is intended tothe army or its auxiliaries, whether 





be lauded near Cape. Roman, on the west side, or 
New river inlet, near Fort Laud rdale, on the east 
Sile, | should reasonably count On success. 


On landing. T should start my biggege train, well 
protected, in a ¢irect line acrogs the peninsula, say 
ahout fifty miles above its southern ex'remivy; 150 
men with the baggage, exclusive of teamsters, and 
5) mounted men for reconnoitring aud selecting the 
best route, together with the field piece, would con- 
stitute my moveable furt and depot ; and 200 inenon 
each side of the baggage traiv, moving parallel with 
jt about thirty miles distance, with pack horses car- 
rying eight or ten days’ provisions, (and having 
constant access to the train of baggage, as well for 
addi‘ional supplies when needed, as to unite the 
whole force when necess:ry.) would constitute my 
plan of movement, by which the entire ¢ffective 
force is constantly kept up without detachments or 
delays; the whole corps being constantly in the field 
and in rapid motion; the efficiency and probable sue- 
ceas of which you can juige of better than myself 
Iu this brief outline, details are purposely avoided, as 
useless. 

[ should prefer for the mounted men northern 
horses, for many reasons; they are accustomed to 
grass and very little grain; they are much cheaper. 
mnere easily Kept. more hardy and durable, and more 
easily recruited when worn. And for the baggage 
train, oxen are entilled to great preference over 
horses; they draw more weight, move more steadi- 
ly, do not baulk or fret in the draught, feed on grass. 
require no shoes, their feet do not sink or stick in 
deep roads or marshes, they are not apt to chafe, they 
travel as far per day as is necessary, and when halt- 
e! take care of themselves and do not stray ; cost 


less than horses by one-half; when their labor is 


spent they serve as food for the troops, and thei 
place of labor is easily suppliedin the euemy’s coun- 
try. 

With regard to the arms, a portion of Yager rifles 
would be most relied on; and English muskets, (be- 
ing more crooked in the stock, and for that reason 


hetter sighted, an object of great consideration, as 
Indians must be shot at upon the run with quick 


officers or men, whose bravery and skill in the line 
of their profession are not surpassed in this of many 
lother country. Nor dof presume to question, in 
any degree, or in any shape, the measures of the 
War Department, whose chiefs enjoy, and of right, 
the confilence of the whole country, and for whom 
l entertain no other sentiments than those owing 
from profound respect. 

I set out the broal ground that the army proper is 
Wholly unsuited to Tndian warfare, more e-pecially 
jin the wilds of Florida, yet untrodden by the foot of 
'civilized inan, and where, indeed, nature itself seems 
alinost to have forbidden his approach, by raising 
barriers of swamps, morasses, and deleterious exhae 
lations, which evucompass him at every step in pure 
suit of the subtle savage, acting on his own well 
known and selected ground, and in his own mode of 
warfare, scattered, flying, unseen, through secret 
and stnken paths after using the deadly rifle, while 
pursuit js our certiin exhaustion and defeat, either 
through enticement to the murderous ambuscade, or 
eqrial'y fatal morass. 

What can be expected from the best appointed 
army (and such we have had there more than once) 
under such circumstances? Unused to the woods 
altogether, and such a woods and its appendages 
few men have ever even reamed of, and equally 
unused to suck an enemy—an enemy trifling in 
number, but of such a character and in such a coun. 
try as would keep at bay and certainly destroy twens 
ty times their own number of the bravest inexperi- 
enced men on earth. Glory is the soldier’s st nu. 
lant; but there is no glory there, and hence it is no 
Hi-ld for the regular soldier. Butthe woodsman and 
hunter would find it their proper element, and their 
efficiency would well compensate the Government 
‘| that employed them. ; 

The history of our whole Indian wars demon. 
strates the fact that regular armies are not suited to 
such operations. It is believed that, wherever vice 
tories have been gained in such conteste, they have 
resulted from the employment of woodsmen in the 
whole, or as auxiliaties; or if any exceptions -an 
be found, they may be safely attributed to the bua 
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ter character and habits which regulars will, in 
course of time, acquire, after mach practice and 
great loss, Andin tius view, doubtless, if the war 
in Florila should be continued for a series of years, 
our regular army employed there would ultiimately 
acquire the hunter's skill; but the lossof time, sa- 
Crifices, and enormous cost of money and character 
necesaary to riise the efficiency of the regular to 
that of the hunter, would greatly outweigh all the 
benefit which complete success woull warrant. 
Beai lea, 
temporary character, and for that reason temporary 
but promot and direct means should be resorted to; 
since, after drilling the soldier to that kind of ser- 
vice, the fiell for ita operation woul! no longer ex- 
ist, (the ladimme being exvelled,) and alike difficul- 
ty wonll be foun tin re-deilling him back to his or- 
dintry routine of uty. 


Why not employ sailors in this service? They 


the object of expelling the Indians is ofa | 





| 


are as brave, persevering, and rapid as any class of | 


men on earth, aud yet no one his hinted at such an 
auxiliary, dt ia neither the inpetnous headlong 
movement of the sailor, vor the characteristic slow 
movement of the soltier, that is required, but the 
wiry hunter, now fleet as the deer in pursuit or re- 

treat, and now buried in the leaves aud bushes, 
awaiting the crouching approach of the subtle ene- 
my; or, by a ruse, wholly beyond the skill or con- 
teinplation of the soltier, leaves his adversary for a 

time prowling over the empty waste, while, with 
characteristic cunning, he plunges like an eagle in- 


to the most retired haunts, seizing the stores of pro- | 


Visions, munitions, women, anichildren there depo- 
site}, and by these means brings the savage warrior 
tol.ie feet almost without firing a gun. 

We have not un-lerstood the Indian character, nor 
given him due credit for his sagacions war course, 
which tradition and his whole experience and inter- 
course have imprinted on his character as the chief 
Object of his hfe. Following nature as his guide, he 
adopts the like decoys which she has given to the 
beasts and birds to lead off assailants from their che- 
rished young; and he applies them successfully. 
Why ia it that we hear of [ndian depreda‘ions and 
muriers in the very presence of our forts and ar- 
mies? Itis to amuse us with a few scouts, and di- 
vert our attention from the secret hannots where their 
denots are thus held so safely that the contiguous 
fielda are cultivated without interruption or alarin, 
even while active war is raging in the neighhorhood; 
and so perfectly have these stratagems and d coye 
snceee led, that alf our etforts heretofore have failed 
to find thease depots, fiel ls, women, and! children, 
An}, farther, our arnies have frequently been se- 
duced into the acceptance, as guides, of ignorant and 
treacherons Polians and negrocs, sent cover'ly and 
expreaalv by the enemy to mislead, and although re- 
peated disaster to our arms has been traced with 
certainty to that cause, it is still unfortunately re- 
sorted to. 

tf we find the enemy and purene, the trail is soon 
lost by the scientific 


' 


immotation ofour brave men. Indeed, it is a forlorn 
hope throughout, and none but the brave could fol- 
low them predecessors throngh a course so marked 
With blood and sacrifice, in which success iteelf 
yields but an empty reward. | repeat that we have 
wholly mistaken the Indian character; his strength, 
his safety, and his policy is flight, aided by atreta- 
gem, by which means he leads his enemy ashe 
wishes, chooses his own distance from our troops, 
selects his own time and place for combat, gives the 
dea lly fire unseen, then thes with a rapidity that de- 
files pursuit, and yet we vain!y pursue until exhaus- 
tion demonstrates ite futility ; and then, as a reward 
for the toil, zeal, and sacrifices of our troopa, we 
coolly declare that * the army bas done nothing,” 
wheu, in truth, it could do nothing more but die. 

In the late very able report of the Secretary of 
War, that entighened statesman has portrayed in 
glowing colors much of the difficulty yet to be over- 
come. (For convenient reference, as connected 
herewith, | enclose an extract of 39 much of his re- 
port as relates to this particular subject.) He lays 
down as ullimata, that the [ndians must be driven 
off, and the lands occupied by settlers capable and 
willing to defend themselves. 

The wisiom of these contemplated measures no 
person will doubt, and every citizen should feel it 
his duty to give them full support. In that view, I 
am anxious to contribute my mite, and shall be Iruly 
happy ifany suggestions [ may make, or any perso- 
val ail | may be ‘able to render, shall, in a: iy degree, 
tend to carry out so desirable an end. And having 
token an active part in two campaigns in Flori la, 
been long accustomed to the Indian habits and the 
hunter’s life, as well as the localities of nearly so 
much of Florida as has been visited by civilized 


‘man, and hoving seen in person many of the disad- 


stratagem of the flying hand of | 


sivares, who never aban tous his main route bat by | 


breaking of from it right and teft in small parties 
and alteriately recruiting, he leaves a deceptive di- 
verging trail which, followed by his pursners, leads 
them to the leep morass, ant thos defeats then: or, 


by vasaing over it by hillen sunken wicker bridges | 


of irreg ilar an! zigzie course, well Kiown to hin, 
he soon fin ts hit pursvers atrorgting in the mire, 
the trail float. and nothings obtytine l bat the convic- 
tion of having pursie.l an fgnis firtuns., In this di- 


lemna, the enemy. securely covered antl generally 


naeen, aime his deally rifle with effect, and those 
are held forteauate who effect a retreat, even with 
the -s1crifice of their woun lel comrades, left to all 
the hopeless horrors of the tomihiwk and sealping 

knite. Another and another expe lition is sent out, 


aba like results follow, till the beart sickens at the | 


Vautages we have suffered, and reflected seriously 
on the mode, inmy view, best adapted to perfect the 
before mentioned objects, [ have come to the fol- 
lowing conclusion on the two most essential! points, 
viz: 


Ist. The manner of expelling the Inlians. 
2d. The manner of settling the lands in Florida, 


To the tirst—the manner of expelling the Indians 
—my first object would be to dispense with the re- 
gular army. with all its entbharrassing accompani- 
ments of interior forts, garrisons, and block-henses, 
&e , regarding them all as worse than aseless there 
when the war has been terminated, and more espe- 
cially discarding the use of guides as wholly worth- 
less, and often extremely dangerous, from ignoranee 
and treachery. 

Assuming the whole Territory to be 300 miles in 
length. TE should propose a division thereof into six 
parts of 50 miles each ; to each of s:id divisions to 
be assigned a complement of 500 to 690 volunteers, 
( hunters as far as may be,> headed by an experi- 
enced woolsman or hunter. These several corps in 
due proportions of horse and foot, each with one or 
two light pieces of artillery, a small baggage and 
ammunition train drawn by oxen, anda sufficient 
nuinber of packherses to convey (and if nee essary 
fly with) small stocks of supplies, to take their pasts 
allotted in sail divisions res ectively, say on the 

eastern or western shores of the peninsula, and by a 
simultaneous moverent, directed by such general in 
chief as the cepartment may designate; the whole 
of said corps subdivided, as far as may b+ safe to se- 
pirate each from the other, to march in straight lines 
direetly across the peninsula to the opposite shore, 
in the manner briefly lail down in the piper here- 
with. By sucha movement the whole fare of the 
conntry woul! be passed over iaa few days, and not 
an Trdian could escape, sinee all his haunts would be 
penetrated, The expenditure of money would be 
reduced to a comparative trifle, the loss of life pro- 
banly nothing, the character of the nation r@deemed, 
and the whole Territory placed in a state of perfect 
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time, and al | 





and perpetual security. In the mean 
ways thereafter, the Government would have the 
entire use of the army proper for other purposes, and | 
the expenditures would, of course cease altogether | 
in a few weeks of active operations, thus relieving | 
the treasury and the army effeciuatly, aud promptly, | 
and perimanently. 
Mivute details are purposely omitted, and will 
probably best sugvest themselves, 
9!, The manner of setiting the lands in Florida. 
I: is evidently the policy of the Government to} 
settle these lands with brave and hardy people ; and 
that policy wonld be fully carried ot by doing an 
act of simple justice to those brave partizan volun- | 
teer corps above referred to, viz: as a reward for) 
their merit, and asa stimulant to their zeal to give 
them a portion of the very land which their bravery 
may conquer, conditioned on that contingency, and 
to be carried into effect only when the object has) 
been fuily and faithfutly completed. 
A dangerous enemy thus expelled, and a popula. | 
tion of brave men thus planted on tne soil of our} 
most exposed frontier, would give a permanent Secu | 
rity to that portion of our country, which could not | 
be obtained, perhaps, so effectually, so promptly, and | 
at so trifling an expenditure of men and money in| 
| 





| 
| 


any other mode. 

I repeat, that being a man of limited edueation, 
and without extraordinary pretension to skiil in sei- | 
entific warfare, [offer these remarks simply in my | 
true character of woodsman and hunter, as to which 
I have considerable experience, and am % alously de- 
Sirous that my Government shall bave the benefit 
thereof, whatever it may be. And I submit my re- 
marks to you with the more confidence from the | 
conviction. of which your general character is a safe 
guaranty that however hawble my pretensions may | 
be, you are fully competent to determine whether ; 
they possess any merit; and that ny motives will be | 
liberally and kindly construed. 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 
H bL. THISTLE, Captain. 
Hon. Tuomas H. Benvron, 
United States Senate. 





DOCUMENT, 
In relation to the subjugation of the hostile Indians 
in Florida. 


February 6, 1839—Laic on the table, and ordered | 


to be printed. 
Dover, State oF DeLtaAware, 
February 2, 1839. } 
Str: The anxiety I feel fer the welfare of my 
country in all her difficulties, | hope will be a suffi- 
ci nt excuse for thus addressing you upon the im- 


not pointed out, with even tolerable precision, any 


j mode by which it ear be accomplished, 


This defect is songht to be remedied by the provi- 
sions in the bill recently reported to the Senate by 
the Military Committee; but so far from its making 
provisions for expelling the Tudians, it provides for 
their permanent ocenpaney of Florida, and tninishes 


He 
them with subjects for additional murders and depre- 


dation out of such miserable settlers as ignorance or 
stern necessity may lead into that inhospitable re. 
gion. And so far from its producing prompt and 
perpetual peace, its direct tendency is to create per 
petnal war, and at length either destroy or banish the 
settlers, while it gives streng h and confidence tothe 
enemy, which will compel the Government, even at 
last, fo either drive the enemy fiom the country or 
exterminate them, 

Since having seen the reports referred to, I have 
seen by accident a deeument minted by the Senate, 


| emanating from my old hunter friend, Captain This- 
tle, who, with his aecustomed skill in such matters, 


has, with a clearness not to be misunderstood or mys- 
tified, pointed out the whole evil and the sole reme- 
dy, and I am so well satisfied of the efficiency of his 
plan, and the efficiency of himself, that | will with 
alacritvy volunteer under his command, if his plans 
should be adopted, and bring with me to the field 


not less than five or six hundred men, as volunteers, 


of the best materials; and | hazard nothing in saving 
that snitable volunteers can be had, and will be 


Promptly offered, even as far as may be desired, from 


Philadelphia and elsewhere, the moment this plan 
is promulgated, L have the heror to held a come 
mission as colonel of the 153d regiment, Pennsylva- 
nia militia, and also a captaincy of volunteers, Jam 
fully acquainted with the ehivalric spirit of the mi- 
litia of Pennsylvania. and our country generally. and 
have spoken nothing at hazard. | am fully persuad- 


(ed that no compromise with the Indians of Florida, 


will answer the ultimate views of the Government ; 
that they must be dhiven from the soil; and that 
Captain Thistle’s plan is the only efficient one to be 
pursned, 
I request that this communication may be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
BRITTON EVANS, 
Col, 153d regimenl Pa. Militia. 
Hon. Ricuarnn H. Bavarp, 
United States Senator. 
Locust Grove, NEAR Luvrsvittr. Ky., 
January 19, 1839. 
Dear Str: I have received your letter of the 
5th instant, with a copy of the bill to provide for the 





portant subject of the final subjugation of the Indians 
in Florida, JT have had much experience in tudian 
warfare on our northwestern frontier, and understand 
their character well, [served nine years as an offi 
cer inthe United States army during the late war 
and subsequently. ! served a campaign in Fiori’a 
as caplain of volunteers from Philadelphia, under the 
command of Captain Thistle, and have had some op- 
portunities of forming a judgment of the particular 
characier of the enemy in that quarter, the opera- 
liens of the army last year, and the probable result 
of future operations. In consequence of which, | 
have been not a little curious to see what measures 
the Government may resort to, in order to relieve 
itself from the ruinous expenditure and sacrifice of 
life to which it has iong been subjected ; and how 
accomplish the still greater difficulty of giving per- 
manent peace and securi’y to that important frontier, 
The entire and absolute expulsion of the Indians 
from Florida is recommended by the report of the 
Secretary of War, and appears to me the sure and 
only means of permanent tranquillity in that quarter; 
but the proposition is rather abstract, since he has 


armed ocupation and settlement of Florida. If the 
|} plan which you propose can be carried out, the In- 
dians may be gradually destroyed. or forced to sub- 
mit; and T know of ro other measure likely to rid 
the country of them, unless, by following the exame 
ple of the British Government in their war with the 
Maroons in Jamaica, we employ the blood hound, 
The only doub: | entertain as to the complete success 
ofthe plan, arises from the apprehension that the 
quantity of good land south of the 28° of north lati- 
tude, is not sufficient to induce settlers to ocenpy it; 
north of that degree, the country is generally equal 
to the southern counties of Georgia and Alabama ; 
but south of it the geed lard is corfned toa few de. 
tached spots alorg the coast on both sides of the pes 
ninsula; and fresh water can rarely be obtained on 
the Gulf coast south of Charlottes harbor, ever where 
the land is fit for cultivation. Between the mouth 


ofthe Withlacoochee and Tampa bay, there is a con- 
siderable body of excellent land; there is also good 
land near Tohap Kilaga; and between the Ocklawaha 
and St. Johns rivers, | have no doubt healthy situa. 
tions for stations or residences might be found; and 

















be 


66 





ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLB. 


























as to the country north of the Withlacoochee,it is quite 
as healthy as the greater portion of the western and 
south-western States;ang the whole seabord is as heal- 
thy as any part of our Atlantic seaboard south of the 
Delaware. J would advise that the planters and far- 
mers be urged to return to the plantations and farms 
which they have abandoned, and that ‘he whole coun- 
try north of Tampa bay be settled as soon as possible. 
The coasts of Florida afford as valuable fisheries, in 

roportion to their extent, as the banks of Newfound- 
and; and though the country south of Tampa bay 
affords but little inducement to the cultivator, a po- 
pulation sufficient to confine the Indians to the inte- 
rior might find near the cvast abuncent suyyort by 
combining fishing with cultivation. A supply of 






























































lands. 


The posts to be occupied by the troops must depend 
necessarily, upon the namber and position of the 
settlements, ‘There shonld always be a_ sufficient 
force in the neighborhood of each settlement to 
serve asa rallying point to the settlers, and to unite 
with them either for purpose of protection or pursust. 
There is a small body of good land on New rivet; 
also on the Miami river near Cape Florida, which 
was occupied previons tothe war. Two or three 
hunéred inhabitants might support theinselves com- 
fortably on that portion of the Territory. No part of the 
United States is more healthy, A light house is ne- 
cessary in that neighborhood ; and so valuable is the 
commerce that passes that part of the coast, and so 
numerous the wrecks in consequence of the difficul- 
ty of the navigation , that, to protect the crews -and 
property cast on shore, the country should be settled, 
aud military posts be established on New river, and 
near Cap» Florida. 


There isa body of excellent land near Cape Sable, 


would support several hundred inhabitants, ‘This it 
would be highly advantageous to occupy as soon as 
possible. A military post should be established and 
maintained at the cape. Posts will be necessary at 
Inaian river inlet, at the head of Indian river, at 
New Sinyrna, and at one or two other points between 
the latter post and St Augustine. 


the Suwannve ; those poiats of course to be determined 
by the settlements that may be made on or near the 
coast. The posts across the country from the gulito 
the Atlantic shonld not be considered permanent, but 


vanced to the south, I have read the letter of Sur- 

eon General Lawson, and agree with bim general- 
y in his views. As tothe war which we have car- 
ried on in Florida, it differs not only from any ever 


which we have an account in history. unless the Ma- 
roon war in Jamaica be an exception, The object 
has been, and is now,not to be beat and compel the ene- 
my to make peace, but to catch them. No force ein- 

loyed against them, either in the former or present 

eminole war, no matter by whom comimanded, has 
ever been able to catch thein, and my decided opinion 
is, if they ever be caucht, it must be with their own 
consent, and that consent will hardly be given until 
they find the white man in their way. Let them he 
crowded by settlers, and that which has invariably 
eecurted throughout the whole history of our settle- 
ments will occur again; they will not only consent to 
remove, but will desire it as the greatest benefit the 
nation can confer upon then. 


With high consideration and respect, 
your ohedient servant. 


TH. S. JESUP. 
The Hon. Thos. H. Benton, 


_ Chairman of the Military Committee of the Senate. 





fresh water could be obtained fiom the adjacent is-_ 


the most southerly point of the peninsula, wiich | 


A post shontd be | 
established at Punta Rasa, south of Tampa, and at! 
one or two points between ‘Tampa and the mouth of 


be changed as the settlements in the interior be ad- | 


before waged by this country, but from any other of 








‘MEMORIAL ©F THE WIDOW OF ALEXAN. 

DER R. THOMSON, 

| Lale a lieutenant colonel in the army of the Uniled 

States, praying for relicf, 
Jannary 14, 1839--Cidered to be printed, 

To the honorable Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United Stutesin Congress assembled : 
The memorial of Mary W. Thompson, widow of 

ithe late Lieut. Col, Alexander Ramsay Thompson, of 

the United States ariny, 

ResSPECTFULLY SHOWETH } 

That having been piaced, by the Divine Provi- 
dence, ina condition that renders it nee: ssary for her 
to make application to the Government for relief, 
| hegs leave to present her case in such an aspect as 
to exhibit the propriety and justness of her clan, and 
thereby induce your honorable body so to favor it, 
that the result shall be her obtaining the aid she so 
earnestly solicits, 
| I would respectfully state, that my deceased hus- 

band was the son of Captain Alexander ‘Thompson, 

of the United States ariny, who was an officer in the 

Revolutionary war, having engaged in the service 

of his country at the age of sixteen years, and passed, 

with honor and reputation, through that memorable 

ind sangninary stiuggle, which gained for us, as a 

nation, liberty and independence. 

My late husband, his son, was a native of the State 
land city of New Yerk, who also entered the service 
as a cadet, at the Militay Academy, West Point, in 
jthe year 1810. At the commencement of the war of 
| 1812, he was appointed a lieutenant in the army, and 
ordered to the north. tle was at the siege of Platts. 
i burg, and thongh but a youth, honorably distinguish. 
fed himself. In command of 100 men, he gallantly 
defended a bridge which the enemy was endeavoring 
to pass, 

His military skill and correct deportment goined 
‘for him a character for science, intrepidity, and cool 
deliberation, (qualities which he truly possessed,) 
‘and which bore hin through the many trving situa. 
tions in whieh he has been placed He has con- 
jtinned, during a peried of twenty-seven years, to 
ipursne one unbroken course of untii g faithfulness 
‘and devotion to the interests of the Government, to 








the best of his ability, passing through ali the grades 
of service, from a cadet to the rank he held at the 
time of his death. 

He has emploved the whole of his time in pract’- 
eai duties in planning and erecting many ot our mie 
litary forts and buildings tle has also been the mi- 
itary instrnetor of the officers and troops at every 
istation where he has been placed, as well as their 

inoral and military pattern, 

In the year 1820. when but a captain, he was in 
command of the 2d regiment of infantry, and it was 
reviewed by the honorable John €, Calhoun, then 
| Secretary of War, and by him pronennced to be the 
finest specimen of American infantry he had ever 
Witnessed, 

Colonel Thompson alco passed through the Black 
Hawk war, and rendered important service to the are 
my operating under Major General Scott, during that 
trying season when the cholera raged among our 
troops, and prostrated our army; and while many 
were terror strieker, and fled from theirduty, Colonel 
(then Major) Thompson tnarched unhesitatingly for- 
ward with his command, and crossed the country 
from Fort Gratiot, ontlet of Lake Huron, to Rock 
island, on the Mississippi. 

Colonel Thompson was favored with the confi- 
dence of the Government, and high and responsible 
trusts were committed to his care. He has perforin. 
ed as great, if not a greater. amount of service than 
anv other officer of his grade in the army. He has 
established posts, ereeted burldings and fortifications, 
superiniended works, opened roads, made reservations 
for the Governinent, improved public grounds, set- 
tled claims, &c., &c.; in short, performed every du- 
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ty that could be performed by a military officer, ag nt | 
of Indian aifains, or a general agent.of the Govern-! 
ment. His work may be seen trom the outlet of 
Lake Superior, to the borders of the Sabine, and in 
Florida, (as affirmed by papers in ny possession, ) 
having commanded at nearly every post on the 
northern frontier, and at many of those on the west- | 
ern and southwestern border, and in the peninsula, 
of Florida. 

He passed a year in the fi-ld on the borders of 
Mexico, and a continnous one in Florida, performing 
the most harassing and trying duties, suifering great 
deprivations, exposures, loss of health, and performing 
the d ities of a brigadier or major general, during the | 
greiter part, if not the whole of thai period of tine, 
and many other duties of extia service, for which | 
he has never received any compensation, further, 
than his pay as major of infantry (being promoted to. 
a lieutenant coloneicy but a short lime previous to his 
fall ) 

Here | would ask to be permitted to state, as can | 
be proved, that of so much importance were his pre. | 
sence and services deemed by the departimen’, that 
evén during the susmmner recess in the Florida cain- | 
paign, at the season when the commercial interests 
of the community were considered tn such a state of 
embarrassinent, and when what litte we had was in 
great jeopardy, yet, on his most earnest application 
for a leave of absence for a period merely sufficiently 
long to arrange his affaira, and secure what we had 
from the result of such embarrassment and loss, in 
case of hia death, (for he was then in extreme bad 


! 
t 


| 
i 


health, (he was denied the privilege, and told that, 


his services conld not be dispensed with Had such 
intiulgence been grated bie. | am prepared to say 


that his bereaved family would not now be a peti- , 


{ 


tioner to the Government, nor a suppliant at the 
shrine of his country’s bounty, 

Wren the caannen anter General Taylor com. 
meneed its march from Tampa Bay, Colonel T. was 
urged by his physician to remain at that post, being 
considered toa much 
such arduous and fatiguing duty ; but he declined 
doing so, stating that he could not consent to abandon 
his regiment, or sulier it to go into action without 
his accompanying it, and that be would continue to 


epf ebled in health to continue | 


\** Lhe blood of the soldier has washed out the remem- 








Such was the man and the soklier whose widow 
now solicits your remembrance and aid, by furnish. 
ing beradeceat support tor the reimuant of her days, 
ald remunerattag her, in a measure, for the services 
Ol hier late husband, 

But | would respectfully notice the inereased ine 
terest Which the cacumstances of the case will doubt. 
les3 present to your honorable body. After the bat- 
Ue. and after the army bad left the fiel:, the graves 
of the dead were ravaged by the hands of cruel barba- 
rity, and his remains, fogetuer with those of his biave 
Companions in arus Who tell with him, were disine 
terred, and stripped of ter babilunents 5 and thus 
left exposed upon the surface of the eat until dis- 
covered by the passing lroops, some W eeks alter, and 
re-interved. Through the kind assistance of his 
brother otficers near the spot, IL have obtained tie 
remains of my lamented husband, aud they now re- 
pose near those of his patriot father, at West Point, 
the home of bis chi davod, and the cradle of liberty, 

It is painful to recapitulate these heart-rending 
circumstances. But | would make my appeal to the 
honoral le Senate and House of Representatives, and 
ask—is the sword of my deceased husband brought 
to ine, bearing the sad and paintul evidence of my 
bereavement, and his mutilated remains, all that is 
returned to his tamily, alter twenty-seven years of 
faithiul public devotion to his country? tis indeed 


'a sad harvest tor the widow of the true soldict, who 


for twenty-two years has accompanied him in ali his 
wanderings, (Florida excepted,) aad been the con- 
stant companion ot his toils and travels, and shared 
his exposures, not with a view to hinder him in his 
duties, but to help and cheer him ou, and would have 


/yone even to the swamps and hammocks of Florida, 


if propriety aud duty bad made it proper and practi. 
cable so todo, but it would Lot. 

His honorable and untarnished reputation, bis 
crusted 8 tord and sodded grave, are [tr Clous. exceeds 
ingly precious, ‘o me ; but whes T look upon them 
I ain sensibly ren inded of my loss ; and a voice trom 
that grave asks, in thrifling accent, * Where is my 
country’s gratitude 2” avd must the response be, 


brauce «of your noble deeds, and petrified the hearts «f 
our countiymen!” Such must be the r-ply, if the 


do his duty as long as he could keep his seat on the luppeal of he widow slould prove unavailing. 


saddle. 


Permit ne yet respecttuliy to state, that the pay of 


I would not wish to intrude too much upon the pa- | an officer of the army is barely sufficient for his sup. 


tience of the honorable the Senate and House ot Re 


| 


. . . . ' 
presentatives., but trust they will bear with me while | wore, 


port, and will enable hi. to live comtortably, but no 
His Jamily pass on wath him under easy cir- 


1 further state, that Colonel Thompson has been a Cuimstances ; his pay is sure, and there is no danger 
great saving to the Government in the disburseny nt | (as long as he squares his accounts with bis means) 


of public moneys for them on public buiidings, &e.; 


in the settlement of private claims upon land ocen- | 


pied by the Government; in his stret and rigid 
economy, and prevention of waste of public mate- 
rials; in superintending of putlie works; employing 
the men of his command, instead of hiring citizen 
mechanics at high and exhorbitant wages; and in 
many other ways, whereby thousands of dollars have 
bern saved by him for the Government. 

Wha’ I have stated is no exaggerated misrepresen- 
tation; i' can be proved by vouchers in the War De- 
partment, or documents.in my pos ession, 

Independent of ali this, his serviees and conduet at 
the last battle, wherein he lost his life, (see Colonel 
Tavlor’s official report.) certainly entitle bis family 
‘osome compensation. ‘The surviving officers in 
that engagement have been brereted. Awd did those 
who poured out their life's blood merit vothing but a 
hasty burial? See his conduct in that battle, amidst 
the deadly fire of the ene ny, With twe balis in his 
breast, sustaining himself with petlect «composure, 
encouraging bis regiment to their duty, and even 
When a thiid ball had pierced his neck, and he slid 
down, he raised himseli upon his arm, and pointing 
with his sword to the enemy, with his expiring 
breath commanded his regiment “*Jorward !”” 


of a non poyinent of his arrears from the Govern. 
ment, But when he dies, then, if he has not been 
the fortunate heir of some deceased friend, o1 bad the 
good jomtune to increase lis tunds through specula- 
tion, ten itis that his family begin ts tast® the dregs 
of that bitter cup of adveisity, which hae removed 
fiom thein their prowction and support; and they 
most either shri k away into obseuiny, or be looked 
upon as * paupers ” on the Government, 

The present law atlows to the widows of officers 
slain in battle their half monthly pay for five years, 
‘The half of the full monihiy pay of a lieutenant coloe 
nel anounts to $860 a year, or about one dollar per 
day. Now I would most sespectiuily appeal to the 
honorable the Senate and Louse of Repr: sentatives, 
and ask them, if such a resuitto the lawily of a de. 
voted officer, who gives himself entirely to the Go- 
vernment dusing bis lite, is not entitled to something 
more than a bare suffice: ney to pay tor their bread 
and water? tardon me if T, with all due respect, 
quire —Is there an honorable men ber who may 
tead this men orial, whe could die contented, it he 
thoughi his family would bave to live cn three Lune 
dred and sixty doilars, and that only for fire years ? 
I am certain the response of every heart is, No! 





Your wemorialist would, therefore, with due de- 
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ference and molesty, respectfully state to the hono 
rable the senate and House of Representatives, tha 
her application is founded upon the estimation 1 
which she considers the length of service, the amoun 
of extra duty p riorned by her late husband, th 
fact that just: rewards have been meted to the survi 
ving officers engaged in that battle (by conferrin 
on thei brev ts) wherein her lamented husband los: 
his life, which bittle has been considered asa viclory. 
and a great advantage gained over the enemy, to 
gether with the seemingly imperative necessities of 
the service, which prevented Colonel T. fromm mak- 
ing a beiter provision for his family, when he would 
have done so otherwise; all seem to present an in- 
ducement for, and justify..her present application. 

And she now asks most respectfully, under a high 
apprehension of the liberality for which the honura- 
ble the Senate and Honse of Representatives are so 
eminently distinguished in every just canse, in the 
confidence of hope, and in the anticipation of the 
kind consideration in which they will view this me- 
morial, so mournfully induced, she would ask of the 
honorable Senateand House of Representatives, that 
they wil pass a bill for her relief. 


MARY W. THOMPSON. 





Tue SympresomererR.—In the course of the pas- 
sage of the Royal Adelaide from London, on Mon- 
day, when off the Humber she encountered a’ tre- 
mendons hurricane, The Captain observed indica- 
tions of its approsch some time before it came on, by 
the operations of the Sympiesometer, or new air ba- 
roneter, invented by Messrs. Adie & Son, Prince 
street. The fluid in this useful instrument was pre- 
viously very low, being at 28; but at daybreak on 
Monday it fell to 27 deg. 45 min., being lower than 
was ever before known in these latitules. The 
Captain, apyrehending a severe gale, got every 
thing secured; and it was fortunate he did so; for 
about seven in the morning it began toe blow with 
the utmost fory from N. by W. Both the sea and 
skv assumed a terrific appearance, and the atmos- 
phere became ao dark that it was impossible to see 
farther than fifty yards from the ship, so that the few 
vessels that were cluse to the Adelaide were entire- 
ly lost sight of. Soon after the hurricane com- 
inenced, the Sympiesometer began to rise, which 
was taken as an indication of an approaching calm, 
though the most experienced eye could not detect 
any such signs in the atmosphere. The accuracy of 
the gl-ss was, however, proved by the termination 
of the hurricane about ten o’clock. when the weather 


cleared up and continued fine till the vessel reached | 


Leith. — Edinburgh Courant. 





Correspondence of the United Service Journal. 


Portsm utn. (ExG..) Nov. 21. (838.—The sea- 
man-gunners of H. MS. Excellent have been prac- 
tising during this month ou the old Priuce George 
(formerly the sheer bulk in this batbor, and whict, 
has bern moored for the purpose near Porchester 
Lake) with the round hollow-shot now so much in 
vogue. It is stated that the motive is totry the cif- 
fereut ranges, and ascertain what damave will accrue 
when that description of shot is fired at ship timber ; 
they have knocked some holes in her sides, &e., and 
she groumled by the head in conseqnence ; this pu: 
a temporary step to the firing, as it took a week to 
pump her dry, raise, and re-moor her, for a repeti- 
tion of the work The gunners are to commence in 
a few days this new and experimental system. It is 
stated that every vessel in the fleet is in future to be 
supplied with some of the guns, and that rooms are 
to be fitted for the shot and ammunition ; certainly 
in ships of the line that isthe case. The [llustrions, 
Benbow, Ganges, aud Revenge, now in this harbor, 
have such erections. The firing hitherto has been 
with shot ; whien the live shells are to be fired at the 


_———_ = 


»rince George, the boats of the Victory and ships in 
riinory are t& be stationed ina p:oper positign, with 
re engines, buckets, hoses, &c., to put ont the 
lames, should she take fire; aud the carpenters are 
o be in attendance, and prepared to stop up the shot. 
oles, and make good any damage that may occur 
i their department—thus making thetnselves tho- 
oughly acquainted in harbor with what may occur 
mm another place. As the French, Russian, and 
Dutch navies have introduced into their ships the 
guns adapted for the large hollow shot, the systein 
idopted on board the Excellent as a prelude to gene- 
ral use in the British navy, is considered absolutely 
necessary, and is said by competent judges to be a 
very proper measure, 








ORIGINAL POETRY. 





LINES ADDRESSED TO LIEUT. COL. 
LATE OF THE ARMY IN FLORIDA. 


**T will not trust in my bow, neither shall my sword 
save me.”’-—Aing David. 
Trust not, Oh soldier, to thy sword, 
Though sheer and bright it be! 
Another hand may seiz* its hilt, 
And turn the point on thee, 
Trust not the arrow’s fatal spring, 
That brings to earth thy foe ; 
Another may thy heart’s blood wring, 
And lay thee also low 
Confids not in thy noble steed, 
With hot war-temper gift, 
Who, in thy utmost hour of need, 
Thee, from his back may lift. 
Repose not in that ready skill, 
Which seience vives her son ; 
She teaches man his foe to kill, 
And lauds the deed when done. 
But thou, when duty ealls thee forth, 
To aid thy country’s cause, 
Take to thy breast the Christian’s shield 
And seck for Heaven’s applause. 
A thousand at thy side may fall— 
Ten thousand nar thee rec] ; 
But ¢io00 can ward off shaft aud ball, 
And point of polished steel. ; 
Hell aid thee to perform thy part, 
And give thee needful skill ; 
He’ll guard thy form—protcet thy heart, 
If such His holy will. 
Rut, if so be—that dangers press, 
And death should come to thee ; 
Remember Christ. thy Righteousness, 
Thy crown of victory. 





M. W.T. 
THE TROOPER TO HIS DEAD HORSE. 


Thy earthly course was bravely run, 
And thou art dead. my noble steed! 
The duties of a friend were done, 
Thon wert the soldier’s friend indeed ! 
That flashing eye, that lofty head, 
Are dim, and spiritless, and dead, 
And stiffened are thy limbs of speed. 


Oh! if the buele’s thrilling blast, 

With war’s enlivening influence rife, 
Could usher back the moments past, 

Aud raise the slumbering dead to life, 
How quickly wouldst thou prance again, 
And limbs, and nerves, and sinews strain, 

To taste the raptures of the strife! 





Farewell my steed, the western storm, 
Wi h music harsh, and sad and drear, 
Will whistle o’er thy mouldering form, 
And howl its anthem o’er thy bier ; 
The panther’s fangs shall harm thee not, 
The prairie wolf shall pass the spot, 
Too noble game for him lies here. K. 





—3 


FOR RENT.—The office at present cecupicd by the 
subscriber, on 17th street, adjoining the Pension office. 








Possession given immediately, 
Feb. 7— B. HOMANS. 
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econ a ————— wo errr ne 
WASTUINGTON CITY; Commandos Fasncn i orrest has been transfer- 


THURSDAY. ....... FEBRUARY 7, 1839. red to the command of the U. 8. ship St. Lonis, now 
at New York, preparing for a cruise in the Pacific, 























Army Orricers’ Wivows.—In publishing the 
memorial of the widow of Col. A. R. Toompson to Cartain I. Mayo, or tHe U.S. snip Fatr- 
Congress for relief, we are forcibly reminded of the | pietp.—In our paper of the 29th March, 183%. an 
inadequate provision made by law for the sapport | article was copied fro 1 the New York Courier. stat- 
of the families of such military officers as may be) jing that an American brig having forced the block- 
killed in battle, or die of wounds, or disease con- | ade of Bahia, it was ramored at Pernambuco that she 
tracted in the lire of their duty. The allowance of| had received assistance in the attempt from the Faire 
half pay for five years, not renewable, is by no| field, and that, in consequence, a Brazilian officer 
means sufficient for a widow who may be without) had challenged the captain of that vessel. 
children; but for those who have children to sup- We had no means of knowing whether the report 
port, it is entirely inadequate. ‘ Time, that wears| was correct or not; it was published as the news of 
out the trace of deepest anguish,” may pass with ifs | the day, on the credit of the paper in which it origin- 
soothing hand over their griefs, yet it will not alle-|ally appeared. 
viate the pangs of poverty, or furnish the means of| Since the return, however, of Captain Mayo to 





sustenance. the United States, we have understood that the re- 
The officers of the army do not possess the advan-) port of a challenge having been sent to him by a 
tage—enjoyed by those of the navy—ofa fund, the) Rrezilian officer was entirely false. 
interest of which can be applied to the aid of their} Jn a letter to a friend in this city, be says: «I 
widows and orphans; yet are they none the less en- cannot account for the report made by the master of 
titled by merit and services to the paternal care of} the Black Warrior, unless it was from the circum. 
their Government. If an officer loses his life in the | stance of a Brazilian sloop of war having hove to, at 
service of hiscountry, what matters it whether it be} the time I gave protection to the American ship 
on the land or on the ocean? They are equally the | Branda—as it might appear for me; I stood out to 
defenders of her rights and honor, let them belong her, for which I was reported to the Imperial Go- 
to which arm of the service they will; and the | vernment at Rio, as wishing to offer her battle. The 
country owes them a debt of gratitude, which it! correspondence can be found in the Departinent of 
shonld not be slow to repay. The maxim that “he! (State or Navy ” 
gives twice who gives quickly,” is as applicable to! The following documents have been handed to ts, 
Governinents as to individuals, and ts mournfully ap-| and are inserted with pleasure, i justice to Captain 
propriate in the cases of officers’ widows. The tar- | Mayo. 
dy justice of Government may come too late to bene- — 


ee. ae iad, To Captain Mayo, 
fit the afSicted, and save the sufferers from want. of the U.S. ship Fairfield : 


When objec.ions were made, a few years since, to) Sir: [transmit you a translation of a paragraph 
the formation of a Provident Society, it was re-) extracted from the Journal de Commerce of the 21st 





marked that all who chose to guard against the casn- lust. Yours mene 5 S. WRIGHT 
alties of service and the uncertainty of life, mightdo) Ryo ne JaNnetro, May 26, 1538. ’ 
so by an insurance on their lives, which could be} ar 


{Translation from the Portuguese. ] 

The commander of the American corvette, Faire 
field, now in this port, requests us to declare that tl e 
miums are much enhanced. It is not every one Who following notice given by an American paper is en- 
will take this precaution, hoping and trusting that, twety false : 


| 
the necessity for it is remote; and even should viteny 1° ‘The Captain of the ship Black Warrior, that left 
| Pernambuco on the 22d of January, states that the 
insure their lives for one year, the facilities for re- | ,;; y of Bahia was blockaded by a Brazilian squadron, 
newing the same may be beyond their reach. and that an American brig, assisted by the corvette 


By a law of land, the equity of which we could ne-| Fai tield, forced the blockade, and in consequence of 
iwhich a Brazilian officer sent a challenge to the 

q 2 b w = 
ver discover, property captured from the enemy by |commander of the corvette.’ 


an army accrues to the benefit of the Government ; oe 
while that taken on the high seas, if the vessels are, Extract froma notice given at Bahia, relalive to the 
of equal force, belongs wholly to the captors; or, if | blockade, §c., of that pluce. 


F 1 f \ oft chee she tee, womtnee Sindll * There are others al whom the finger of scorn is 
rc ‘ 2 ‘ $ ° ° ° > 
OPE SIs ONk nee : \fo be pointed; it is he who made that false and scan- 


the other half to the creation of a fund for providing | qajons report to the Government at Rio; it is the 
pensions. fabricator of that report, whoever he may be, that I 


i i : .| Wish to expose to all honorable men 
Congress having failed to make any such provi- J ’ I. MAYO. 


sions for the army, and the fund for the navy having Commander U. S navy. 
accumulated toa large amount, it would seem equal-| Bania, March 22, 1838, 

ly incumbent upon that body to supply the omission 
wilaout further delay. 


effected at a moderate premium. But such are wi 
risks attending nen in military employ, that the pre- | 





We learn, by private letters from St. Louis, that 
the Court ef Inquiry in the case of Colonel J. B. 
Commander W. A. Spencer is ordered to the| Brant, Quartermaster, was still in session on the 
Warren. 24th ult. 
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The U.S. steam ship Fulton was lately the means 
of aiving another merchant vessel from shipwreck, 
an! towing her iato port. It being ascertained that 
a brig was in distress off Rockaway, LL. 1. beach, 
Commo, RipGELy immesdirtyly despatched the Ful- 
ton, under Lieut. West, to her re ief. She started at 
19, P M, on Saturdoy, the 26th ult., reached the 
brig and took her in tow at 8, (1. M., next day. She 
wis found to be the brig Borolino, Capt. Chase, 
from St. Marka, lovled with cotton, ant bound to 
New York; had been twice blown off the const, 
and cut away her foreimast to save her from going on 
shore. 





Every year’s fatal experience should warn us of 
the iimoortance of hiving always realy in all our 
large $2aports powerful stea nboats that may b* sent | 
to succor vessels in 


diatresa, The winter season 


| 
mor? particularly is deatractive to merchantmen and 
the lives of those on boarl, The mere saving of pro- 
perty woul. conoeneite for the exo2nse of keeping | 
stea'n vessels realy for service, without taking into! 
consi leration the number of lives that might be pre- 
served, andthe suPering from exposure that mizht 
be avoit-d. Hamanity ant policy alike dictate the 
measure, 





“Por. Doc.”—Chese cabslistic worls, so well 
known at all our post offices, inlicate a «pecies of in- 
telligence very difficult to be procured in this city, 
from which they orisinate ant are distributed to the 
temotest section of the Union Although soabundant 
as to be soll for waste paper, at three or four cents 
per pound, after the «lose of every session of ee | 
gresa, vet at the only time when they may be con- 
sidere | as truly valuible, they are not to be had. ex- | 
cept by personal attendance at the Capitol, and appli- | 
cation to members for spare copies. 





This course | 
woul! conaume too much tine, required for other | 
purposes 5 and were it not for the courtesy of a 
few members who occasionally send us documents. 
throu sh the post office, and such as we find in distant. 
papers, we should be enveloped in darkness with re. | 
gor! toa lirge portion of the doings aad opinions of) 
both Honees, as set forth in their Reports, Bills, ete, 

It has ever heen one of the objects of this paper 
to republish the most important and interesting of 
these reports, andl give an epitone of others, for the 
information of those who have no friends here to 
supply them with copies from the public granary ; 
but really the extrenediticulty of getting possession 
of any has nearly thwarted this nzeful object. It is 
mpoasible to purchase these documents from the 
printers, ar we would! willingly do so, at almost any 
price. We offer this as an excuse to our professional 
friends at a distance, for the failure to enrich our 
columns more frequently with documentary matter. 





Gen. Evsris, of the army, ant Coamo. Suvu- 
Brick,of the navy,arrivedat Norfotk on Wednes lay 
39th ult., in the steamboat from Baltimore. 

Ou Phursday, Com no lore SHuesrick hoistel hi- 
broad pendint on board the Macedonian; she was ex- 


The following promotions and appointments in 
the Navy and Marine Corps, have been made by 





‘the President, by and with the advice and consent of 


the Senate. 

Jonavuan M. Fotrzto be a Surgeon in the Na. 
vy from the 8th December, 1838. 

Janep L Exnuiorr to be aChaplain in the Navy, 
from the 13th July, 18338. 

Perer G. Cuark, to be a Chaplain in the Navy, 
fruin the 3d October, 1838. 

Witttam B. Stack to bea Second Lieutenant 
in the Marine Corps, from the 28-h Jinuary, 1839. 





Day Dock, New Yorw.—Alter the publication 
of the letter frown the Co:nmissioners af the Navy, 
dated 21st February, 1833, respecting “ the site for a 
dry dock in the waters of the harbor of New York,” 
a letter was addressed to the chairman of the com- 
mittee on Navel affairs in the House, in reply there- 
to, and setting forth the advantages of Kill-von Kull. 
This letter was not printed ; but having procured a 
copy, we now insert it, that those to whoin is confid- 
ed the power to sele, t the site, may see the arguments 
adduced in favor of the several positions for such a 
work. 





We learn from the proceedings of Congress that 
memorials have been received from officera of the 
line of the army, a-king for an equalization of their 
pay with that of the staif corps of the army, which 
Was raised by the act of the 5th July, 1333—i. e, the 
oilicers of the corps of engineers and the ordnance 
departiwnent, 

The claims of the officers of the infantry an! artil- 
lery arms of the service, coustituting as they do the 
main body of the army, Well deserve, and doubtless 
will receive, that consideration by the Government, 
which justiceanud their valuable services déman.d. 

Ou reference to Doc. 305, H. R , 25th Con., 2:4. 
Ses., page 6, 1 will be seen that this subject was in- 
cideutally, but forcibly, brought to the notice of the 
Chairman of tre Covinittee on Military Adairs, by 
the Adjutant General of the army, during the last ses- 
sion of Congress. In his letter of the 23h March, 
to the Hon. Mr. McXav, Gen. Jones appropriately 
mentions the case of the artillery and infantry offi- 
cers, and in their behalf asks the consideration of their 
just pretensions. The following extract, having a 
direct bearing upon the subject of the meinerialists, 
we deem it useful now to publish. We shall s-ize 
the earliest opportunity to publish the document in 
full, as it contains some interesting historical iafor- 
mation relating to the army. 


* Before closing this letter, permit mo, sir, respect- 
fully to repeat what I have more than onee thought my- 
self justified in mentioning to you and other honorable 
members of Congress, in b halfol the reasquable pretene 
sions Of the commtnission d officers of th+ artillery and 
infantry regiments. Trefer to the exception seen in 
theit exelusion from any participation in the proposed 
increased rates of pay, &e , which the army bills, ree 
cently reported, provile for other otheers of ths « xisting 
‘stablishiment, All the reasoning which can now be 
urged in favor of an advane: of pay to the officers of the 
Engineer and Orduaace d-partments admitted to be 
just and cogent in consequence of the enhanced expeu- 





pected to have sailed ou Sunday for the West ladies. 


ses of living sinee the present rates were established, 
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apnty at least with equal force to those of the artillery 
wid infantry. The small inerease proposed for.th + one 
elass, but denied to th other, iy a peenniary point of 
view, may, perhaps, be less r-ga rded by those most con- 
corned, than f-Itas a measure of unequal bearing, tend- 
jug to manifest (doubtless auintentivaally ) inferior pre 

tensions. 

The excluted class consists of the o‘ficers of the army 
who«e more active arns of s-evice, employed for th- 
most prt on the frontiers, at isolated s ations, and in 
the fiell. subject them generally to greater hardships 
an! privations, being habitually most exposed to the 
vicissitud 3 of climate, and often to the perils of Indian 
warfare In support of the correctueas of ths remark, 
we may ap» sal to the testim yiials of the living and the 
dead --to the gravea of the twenty-three commissioned 
offic rs of the artillery ant infantry who have fal-n in 
the Florida aervice, and the eleven wounded and dis 
abled im battle. 

I shall be pardoned, T trust, for this digression. In 
venturing, respretfally, to refer to the just claims of the 
artillery an-l infantry officers, T fel assured the motive 
will b+, in any result, rightly judged by you. 

lam, sir, very respecifully, your ob -dient servant, 


R. JONES, 4dj't Gen. 
IIon. J. J. McKay, 
Ciszirman of Com. on Mil. Affiirs, Il. R. 


ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 

Jan. 31—Lieut. W. Frazer, 3d arty , 
Lieut. J. H. Eaton, 31 Tofy., do, 
Feb. 5—Col. S. Thayer, Corps Eng’rs, do. 











LETIERS ADVERTISED. 

Wastineron, Fob, 1, 1839. 
Aemy.—Cant A Canfield, Caot WB Guion, Lieut J 
FE Johnston, Lieut A 'T Lee, Lieut WS Miller. 5, Capt 
W Maynadier, Major MM Payne, Dr B Randall Capt 
A J Swift. Capt BA Terrett, Capt D A Vinton, Major 
Henry Wilson . 
Navy. —-FE N Cox. W M Cillwell, 3, Commo JID 
Elliot. P Mid A FOV Geay, Lieut WOH Gardaer. P Mid 
R E Hone, Lieut T JI Manning, 2, Dr C D Maxwell, 
Lieut LM Pawell, Livut SC Rowan, Lieat J MV Rowan, 
Capt W A Spene-r, Li ut Charles Turner, P Mid G J 

Wrehe, Capt Wilkinson, 2. 

Manine Cores —Col CR Broom, Li-ut JC Reh. 

NorFoik, Feb, 1. 1339. 
Navy.—Commo. Shubrick, 4, Capt Turner, 3, James 


D Elliot, Capt. Smith. Licuts J Glyan, J [S] Payne, 


Neville, 2, Wey woods; Des Barry, Binnister, and Green; 
Pursers Etting. 2, and Sawy-r, 2; Prof Coffin, Mid 
Flagr. Grav. A kenaon, Bartlett, Wilaom, and Murphy. 

M vatve Coap3.—Capt John Harris, Licut BE Brooke. 





Usearn Letrees Rervsen —Dover Mills. Va.. Feb. 
2. A pickare, marked * owe newspaper,” Buffalo, Jan. 
25-5) cents. 





PASSENGERS. 
New Orceawse. Jan. 23, per ateam'oat W. L. Robe- 


son, from Randoloh, Capt Bonneville, Lieut. Greene, 
and 44 privates, 7th Iufy., U.S. A. 











COMMUNICATIONS. 


DRY DOCK—NEW YORK. 
Paterson. March 9, 1333. 

Sir: T beg you will p esent to the committee the 
following remarks on the report of the Commission- 
ers of the Navy to your committee, on the location 
ofa dry dock in the vicinity of New York. 

The position of Birn istan) is, bv this report, put 
wholly out of the question; it therefore remains to 
consiler only the relative aivavtages of the preseu: 
navy vard at Brooklyn. an tthe site at Kill von Kull 
Before proceeding to this investigation, it' may be 
premised that the objection to Barn island may be 
set ina stronger light, and the ouly euneriority it is 
consi lered to poasess shown to be fatile, The ap 
proach to it isattented with much more difficulty 
thin seems to be set forth; for from the southern point. 
by the reef which projects from Blackwell's island 
to the entrance of Hurtaem river, there is no safe 





. ’ . 
Fuller's. | aiid none can reach it, except from the petty streams, 





anchorage whatever. Its detence wonld, in the 
eves of nilitary men, appear to be the worst, instead 
of the best of the three positions; for an enemy may 
land ontaile of the works at Frog’s point, and with 
in four miles of the brink of Harlaem river, whence 
the proposed site is within rocket range. 

As to the cowparative ease of access of Kill) von 
Kull and the present navy vird, i is almitted in the 
report that the latter might be reached ** a little the 
soonest,” but it is not sta ed that a single flood tide 
will always bring a vessel from the Hook to Kill 
von Kull, while two will be frequently necessary to 
take a veszel out to the Wallabout, making a differ- 
ence of six or eight hours. The relative ease of 
putting to sea is not stated; it is therefor’ necessary 
to notice the fact, that a heavy ship may leave her 
fasts ata wharf in Kill von Kall, and proceed to sea 
with a N. W. wind, which cannot be done at the 
navy yard, 

With respect to ice, the obstructions are much less 
inthe Kill than at the present navy yard. The en- 
trance to the East river has been wholly obstructed 
for several days during the present mild wiuter, 
whilst that of the Kills has not been obstructed for a 
single hour. The East river is exposed to the whole 
diilt ice of the Hudson, which is swept into it trom 
the bay at every tid’. None of this enters the Kuils, 


the Passaic and Hackensae rivers, 





From the extension of the city of Brooklyn and 
ithe village of Williamsburg, the only strong ground 
lon Long T-lond has been laid out in lots, aed the 
best line of defence which remains, coukd not be oc- 
cupied, except by a large army On the other hand, 
the groundon Staten island is naturally of the great- 
est Strength; and were the north ro summit of the 
range of hills occupied by a fortress, the shores of 
the Kills might be rendered inaccess ble to any force 
not prepared to lay siege toit. ‘This foruess would 
b> capable of indefinite detence unless the pass of 
the narrows were forced, as it would until then re- 
ceive supplies by the bay, aud even if invested by 
land and water, it could make a very long resiste 
ance, as the eround on which it would be erected is 
bevond the reach of the ro: kets. 

The protecnion of the ity of New Vork from an 
attack by sea, now rests upon the pass of the nar- 
rows; and the force collected for such a purpose 
would tind the protection of a covering fortress on 
Staten istind in the direct line of tis operations; such 
(a fortress would indeed be neces-ary to secure its 
communications, 

No dilerence of moment can exist between the 
fuility of procuring stores an! materials from New 
York. Tn both cases they must be trassported by 
‘water; aml as the difference of passage by steam 
boats is but a few minutes, and the loading and une 
lovding i< the most dilatory part of the operation, in 
either ca<e the former difference can hardly enter 
into the caleulation. As to the communication with 
New York by row bouts, that caa be of no value to 
the service, however convenient to the officers, and 
is wow but rarely resorted tu in any case at the pre- 
sent navy yard, 

No «difficulty need be apprehendel at Bergen port 
in respect to the proper accommodations of mechan 
ics and workmen. The company will, for its own 
sake, erect honses so soon as the site of the dry dock 
is determined mpon ; and the rents must be far less 
than at Brooklyn. where the value oe! property is 
now <o moch enhanced. The coat of hving will be 
ao tesa at Bergen port than af Brooklyn, as it is 
within reach of a more f rtile and extensive coun- 
try, the outlet to the Morris canal, and the New 
Jersey rail roal. A population will create a market, 
1nd for these reasons there can be.no risk of the me- 
chanics’ being exposed to so great depen. ence on the 
public establishment for subsistence. it may, in al- 
dition, be remarked, that such is the convenience of 
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the arrangements proposed in the plan of the engi- 
neer employed by the Secretary of the Navy, by 
which every shop, store, and ship house is acCcessi- 
ble by water, the Government could afford to pay 
for al nan-labor one third more than at the present 
avy yard. 

a The disadvantage of the position at Brooklyn, 
growing out of the want of sufhicient space, whichis 
admitted in the report, is enhanced by the absolute 
impossibility of extending the water front, | rhis ob 
jection rannat apyly to the Kill vou Kull, for the site 
proposed in the report of the engineer, and which, 
from its being equal to that of the greatest naval 
arsenals in Enrope, was judged by bim sufficient for 
the greatest desirable extension of adock yard. If 
it be thought too small by the Board of Commis- 
sioners, hundreds of acres in the victaity, possessing 
water froat on the harbor of the Kill, may be ob 
tained at a tenth part of the price of land in Brook- 
lyn. 
It is, however, believed that the reported plan 
includes every accommodation which would be re- 
quired to keep on foot a fivet of thirty sail of the 
Ine, with the necessary proportion of frigates and 
sinaller vessels. The site at Brooklyn cannot at best 
afford room for tore than a single dry dock ; the 
plan proposed for Bergen port includes four. The 
Board is in error in stating that th greatest part of 
the position at Kill von Koll is salt marsh; so far 
from this, the firm ground rises in places, more than 
thirty feet above high water mark. and by the esti- 
mate of the surveyors employed in laying out Ber- 
gen port as a town, affords sufficient cutting to till 
up all the space which must be docked out in order 
to reach the channel. Joa the plan of the engineer 
einployed by the Secretary, the excavation of the 
pond for masts and timber, and of canals, will add to 
the supply of earth; and if you examine the maps 
you will fied bata snoll portion of marsh reserved 
for embedding the timber therein, as is practised at 
most of the navy yarls. 

Had the navy yard at Brooklyn been sold at 
auction, it woul t not longer than a year ago, have 
brought one million of dollars. This would have 
paid for the land at Bergen port, and the whole ex- 
pense of removing the estsblishmeut. If, at the 
present moment it would be less saleable, still the 
price it might fairly be expected to bring would re- 
duce the cost of the establishment at Kill von Kull 
below that which would b+ required even for a li- 
inited extension at Brooklyn. 

The vesaela lying in the basin at Bergen port 
would be wholly out of the ordinary track of com- 
mon navigation; this would include all uniergoing 
repsir or equipment, until it became necessary to 
take in their guus and water; aud even ali in the 
latter state except ships of the line. For the latter, 
there are seven good erths at Kill von Kull, along 
the quay, and out of the way of navigation; while at 
Brooklyn there ia but one, and no room to form 
more. There wontt be also there, more berths for 
the large-t ships, wit) all their equipment on board, 
within the basin. The objection mide for this rea- 
son by the Navy Board of Com nissioners, falls to 
the ground, at least a3 respects Comparative advan- 
taves. 

It is believed that the advantages set forth by the 
Navy Bourd as applicable to the present navy yard 
in consequence of its being in the bend of the river, 
with a channel in front of it, have now, in a great 
measure, ceased to exist; aul that in consequence 
of the wharves erecting at Williamsburg, they will 
be wholly destroyed... Phe current by which that 
channel was formed and kept open has been cut of 
by these wharves, and the channel is rapidly filling 
up. In support of this position, it may be stated, 
that it was necessary to dredge a channel for the 
Ohio, from the place where she lay in ordinary to 
the shears; and that after taking in her guns at the 
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shear wharf, it became necessary to land them before 
she could be worked into the East river. 

The storé-houses at Brooklyn are of tittle value, 
and could be replaced for far less than their original 
cost. One of them, in which a vast amount of pub- 
lic property is stored, is in a position of extreme 
danger, being immediately contiguous to sheds in 
which turpentine is habitually stoetl. It is, also, 
well known to the officers on the station that the 
public property is continually pilfered, in conse- 
uence of the facility affordel for entering the 
grounds, by the fact that the wall is a common 
bounJary between it and the numerous tenements, 
inhabited by a population of the worst description, 
The ship-houses, being frame buildings, can be -re- 
moved and set up azain at a small expense; aad as 
the dry dock will Occupy more time to construct it 
than would be required for all the other necessary 
buildings, it cannot be in fairness urged that its use 
might be delayed for want of them. 

The report of the Commissioners admits, in con- 
clusion, that the extension of our naval force, mate- 
rial alterations in its character, and other causes, 
may render it expedient hereatter to establish other 
and larger navy yards on the East and North rivers. 
This admission may be considered and urged as abso- 
lutely conclusive against the site of the present navy 
yard, when coinpared to that of Kill von Kull; for 
it is beheved that the plan proposed by the engineer 
of the Secretary, will suffice for the accommodation 
of the whole business ofthe Navy Department in the 
harbor of New York, even in the case of a war with 
a powerful and neighboring maritime nation. But 
shoidd the plan not be conceived sufficiently exten. 
sive, the present moment is propitious for obtaining 
the command of miles of water-front on Kill von 
Kull. It may, however, be reasonably questioned 
whether such monopoly would be expedient beyord 
a space which will include every requisite conve. 
nience, as space must be left for the accommodation 
of the ponulation which a dock-yard will draw around 
it, and for their access to navigable waters. The 
probable need of other dock yards to supply the de- 
fects of the present one on the waters of the Hudson 
river, is not so objectionable on the score of imimedi- 
ate expense as from the consideration that such se- 
parate establishment will require its own set of offi- 
cers; and thus not only will the annual appropria- 
tion for their support be enhanced, but all concert of 
action in Cases of emergency will be prevented, 

It is not saying too much to assert that this laat 
parazraph in the report of the Navy Commissioners 
must be received asa statement froin the highest 
possible authority, that the dock yard at Brooklyn, 
although it may be made to subserve the purposes of 
a peace establishment, will be only an accessory in 
case ofa war. Should that arise, therefore, it will 
be necessary to create, at the instant of emergency, 
a new and complete establishment in a different po- 
sition. Ju the plan of the proposed dock yard at 
Bergen port, there will, on the contrary, be found 
room for every object which can possibly be re- 
quired in periods of the greatest activity of mavitiine 
preparation, 

All which is respectfully submitted to the conside- 
ration of the honorable cominittee on naval affairs, 
by order of the associates, 

I have the honor to be, &c. &e., 
JOHN TRAVERS, 


Hon, CHatrmAn of Committee on Naval A ffaira, 
Washington. 
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NAVAL DISCIPLINE. 


In reading the correspondence of that distinguished 
Britiss officer and seaman, Vice Admiral Lord Cou- 
LINGWOOD, ainong many s'riking passages contained 
in his letters to the Admiralty, evincing the high es. 
timation in which he held seamanship in officers, to 











AR tata s Batten 








aN PRS Ra ORS 





Lp Rae 


Pe ae > a@ _4 Op wom ee m “eet ees «ie i | ee ee ce ee Se * ce * Me | 


ot 1D 


on 









i A 








eee 








pag ton 7p NEE Rene wt Ronin ttre 











ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 








A EN 


ow 


wd 








qialify them for usefulness ia co.ninaud, are the fol- 
lowing: 

“Some of the younger captains, ealeavoring to eoa 
ceul by great severity ta ‘ir own uaskilfalacss aad want 
of attentioa, beattheir mea into astute of tasadordina- 
tina; that sich vessels increased the number, but di 
mivished the strength of the fleet.” 

On another occasion, he applied to have a line-of- 
battle ship withdrawa fron fits co.n nand, although 
his fleet was inferior in force at the tine to the eue- 
my he was blockaling; saying, ‘* I sh ull consider 
the syutdroa as nec streagthened by her being with- 
dravn fronil.” Now this may appear, to those un- 
acq tainted with the subject, as paradoxical; but no- 
thing can be farther from it. A ship without proper 
discipline, the consequence of her being in anskilful 
hands, is a great injury to the squadron, not only by 
the evils resulting fro.n her peruicious example, but 
the danger to be apprehended on dark, blowing 
nights, squally weather, or sudden and violent shuits 
of wind, Atsuch times, when skill and discipline 





| 
\ 


; 
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are essential to safety, a badly conducted ship causes | 


inuch anxiety, and not unfrequently fatal consequen-| such as are guilty of them,” &e. &e. 


ces, as no conception can be form-d on bowrd the other 
ships as to her position. She may be ‘rundown ;” 
or run down,” in spite of every precantion on the 
part of others, however skilful, at night. 
thing only respecting her you can be certain, name- 
ly: that she is not in her station, 
ticularly in line) a vess-l of this description would 
not be enabled to sustain her part, (shatever might 
be her couraze,) and woul! in all probability cause 


| 
| 
| 
| 


OF one) 


din **to bring to punishment ell offenders.” ‘This 
once established, the most hardened will be cantious 
not to trauszress; for Lholl it a truth, that it is the 
certataly, not the frequency of the punish nent that 
leters crime. On the contrary, where a vacillating 
course is pursued, and a commaudler only punishes 
when in a passion, and even delegates a power 
fo others which is only vestetl in hinself; where 
menare “tucked up” for every imaginary otfence, 
al every one’s will. without ceremony—lI say such a 
course only tends to irritate a crew; they lose all 
pride, become perfectly hardened, uatil at tength 
they manifest by their conduct, a3 nearly as they can 
without overt acts of mutiny, open defiance, 

Che proper course fur a commander to pursue, ia 
order to preserve a proper discipline, ‘is that pointed 
out by law, which in the first place requires bin ** fo 
show ia himself a goot exanple of virtue, honor, pa- 
tnotisin, and subordination; and to be vigilant ih 
inspecting the couduct of all such as are placed un- 
der his coin.aand ; and to guard against and suppress 
all dissoluce ant iminoral practices; to cotrect all 
In perlorim- 
ing these duties, his manners should be free from 
passion ; at once mild, but tinmovably firm ; punish- 
ing wilful ofences, invariably and legally ; and, on 
the other hand, encouraging and rewarding the meri- 


torious, so far as in his power ; ineting strict and im- 


In action (par. . 


puital justice to all, without respect to persons; ex- 
tending every indulg-nee, conducive to health and 


coinfort, consistent with the good of the service, the 


confusion by embarrassing others in the performance | 


of their duties. Should mang@uvre be necessary, such 
result would be inevitable, as a want of skill (in 
cominanders especiaily) will produce the saine inju- 
rious consequences, 


*sunmum bonum”’ of which is efficiency, always the 
result of discipline, His deportment to the officers 


should be polite and gentlemanly; (gentlemen, of 
‘course, are never familiar ;) his intercourse with 


The importance of seamanship in officers, to ren-- 


der their ships eifective, must be evident; and no 


aher qralitic tions, however desirable, can in time. 


of trial coinpensate for a deficiency of this a‘i-im- 
portant acq usition to a naval officer. 


[t must also— 


be evident that an unifor.n system of discipline, es- 
iduty, which by the manner may be distinctly under- 


tablished in a navy, woult be productive of the hap- 


piest consequences; it would do away at once thein- | 
qrietude and dissatisfaction always created in a squad- | 


ron by the varions stan lards of discipline erected by 
different co:uninanders, tt is probable, bowever, that 
errors prevail, even at this present day, as to what 
constitutes this great desideratum, 
that it is to be attained by, and even consists in, se- 


verity to the crew; anl that frequency of punish- | 


ment bespeaks strict discipline. It so, there can be 
no greater mistike, asthe very reverse of the propo- 
sition is the fact. Where th-reis discipline, punish- 
ment is very rare. It is true, whea a ship is first 
conmissioned, with a crew entire stranzers to the 
officers and each other, irrezularities calling for cor- 
rection must be expected, and should be inet at once 


Some may fancy 


(them in his apirtmeat should be without other re- 


straint than that iinposed on society by good breed- 
ing; on deck he shon!d always bé the officer, and 
never for a moment forget his rank. The young 
inidshipman he should consider entitled to his pater- 
nal care; they should have the bene.t of his exam- 
ample as well as precept; he should warn, adinonish, 
and, if necessary, punish, but aliways froin a sense of 


stool. On board a ship so governed, young men, 
however thoughtless, will not wantonly fly in the 
face of authority, especialy when it is known that the 
disgrace of punishinent is inevitable; and that they 
will moreover incur the displeasure of a commander 
whom they respect. In short, the laws enacted by 
Congress, for the “better voverninent of the navy,” 
are sufficient, if duly observed and enforced, to sup- 


port a proper discipitne ; and none should command 


but such a3 are careful to obey, in the first place by 
“showing a good example,” &c. &c. By these 
meins alone can a wholesome discipline be main- 
tained, 

To sum up all ina few worls, a commander, to 
render his ship inthe hivhest degree eifective, shout 


with prompt punishment; particularly as much de-| be a seanan; well versed in every branch of his 


pents on first impressions. 
by the crew to ‘feel the captain’s pulse ;”? that by 
its inlications they may square theie condact for the 
crnise, Moeh also depends ov the iaoner in which 
pinish nent is infictel. Now, as there ts but one 


It is the time selected | profession; of unblemished moral character and gen- 


tleinanly deportinent ; then, and then only, can he 
with strict propriety enforce an uneo.npronising dis- 
cipline, and bevoming manners ; ant tn proportion as 


|these qualifications are possessed and brought into 


person on board, in whon the power of intiction ts | 


inveated, it 1s necessary that he shoul! attead in per 
son, whenever the painful duty is to be performed, 
The officers and crew should be asseindled, with all 


exercise, 30 will discipline, happiness, and efficiency, 
prevail, 
lo the young and aspiring | would say, your first 


object should be to acquire a knowledge of practical 


the fornal parade of a public and important occasion; | 


the violate! law shoull be read to the delinquent, tn 
a srious and enntatic mauner; in short, the whole 
cere nony shonlt be contacted with the rreatest so- 
lemnity, to renter it at once salutary and impressive. 
Seanen are not without discernment; they will 
son discover fron such a course, invariably pursned, 
that their co anander is governed by principle, not 
vassion; thatin awarding punishinent, he is diseharz- 
ing a duty én accordance with the law, which requires 





seananship, and the sciences connected with the pro- 
fssion ; obtain a knowleage ot both, and do not neg- 
lect the one for the acquisition of the other; it is the 
cowpound that forms a valaable officer The aceoin- 
plish. nents that are merely ornamental need not be 
neglected ; but being of s-condery importance may 
be acqtired as leisure presents, There are those who, 
having no taste for the profession themselves, advise 
a different course; but experience will teach vou 
that seamanship is of more avail to @ naval Officer 
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than mnsic or dancing. Your first object should be 
to figure on the quarter deck, which will not uofit you 
for the drawing room. Au unsallied moral character, 
as indispensable to advancement, mast be preserved, 
and a habit of strict subordination acquired. An 
early lesson to be learned (however difficull the task } 
is to obey ; this duty must be performed wih promp 
litele and cheerfulness. Firion the lowest to the 
highest grade is a long and weary distance 5 all «wo 
de-ire to attain it mast prepare tor a ‘long pill,” 
ant they willin all probability reac) the sumant of 
their wishes; but without these preliminuies, none 
need hope to succeed, SIGMA. 





QUESTIONS FOR a MILITARY BOARD. 

Mr. Eniror: It is very much to be regreited, 
that the Board of Ojficers, recently in session at 
Washington city, for the consi leration of questions 
of rank, &e., sould have adjourned at so early a 
dav: for it has deprived us of their views touching 
varions matters which might, and no doubt would, 
have been submitted to then, had they occurred to 
the ** powers that be,” at the time the Board was in 
session. A few queries hive occurred to me, as 
worthy of consideration, and [ request you ty publish 
them, with the hop? that they will be laid betore 
any future Board, which may be convened for simi- 
lar purposes. 

1. Ought persons, once cadets at the Military, 
Academy, and dismissed the same for miscondact, | 
(such aa desertion. &c.,) of for incapacity, to be ap | 
pointetin the army? Lf so, before or after the gra- 
dustion of the class to which they once belonged ? 

2. Ought persens, who have lett the ar.ny to follow | 





civil pursuits, to be appointed to higher corps, WU | cme 


atvanced rank, to the detri nent of oificers who re- 
moiined at their posts, in the performance of ar tugs 
duty, when moat needed by the Government? 

3. Cana person be pliced on the list of employés 
(whether his services be neede| or not by the Go-ern 
ment) for the sole purpose of being rendered elizi- 
ble to an yppointinent ina new corps, the law for the | 
organization of which contains certain requirements? | 
Woul-t it not be violiting the spirit of the law? 

4. Ought four of the seven offi-ers of the Adjutant 
G-neral’s Department to be stationed at the Head 
Quarters of the army ? 

5. Would it no* be advisable to move the Head 
Quarters of the ariny from Washington, forthwith? 

6. In making appointments to new corps, ought 
public or private interest to be consulted? 

7. For whit shoul.! brevels be conferred—grumb- 
ling disobedience of orders, boasting and trumpet- 
ing—or for gallant and faithful services, military de- 
portmmentsand modesty ? 

Or the crooked little fellow that asks questions. 
FLORIDA CAMPAIGN—1837. 
EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNAL OF A LATE FIELD 
OFFICER. 

January 24.—* Early this morning a scout of 
mounted men and Tadians, under Lt. Colonel Caul- 
field, was sent out in search of the enemy, and at 
about 1, p. M., joined the main hody, having killed 
the chiefs Couper and We-a-Charley, the sou of the 
former, and an Indian Doctor. 

“They took 16 prisoners, consisting of the faimi- 
lies of the slain, and some negroes who were with 
them. 

** My heart bled for two of these recent widows, 
wheu F saw then prisuners; they were on horse- 
back, each with a little child on her back, and ano 
ther at her breast; and when [ remembered that the 
sun rose upon them with peace in their cabins, and 
in Compiny with the husbands of their youth; but 
ere the noon had arrived, they were bereft an deso 
hate, and their chillren fatherless, The grief and 
distress of these two female inhabitants of the forest 











were apparent to the slighest observation, and few 


- ————_ 
could look at them withont pity and commiseration, 
Surely, Christians should pray for those happy days 
to arrive, when peace suall be on the earth, and men 
shall dwell together as brethren. 

Cooper was brother-in-law to Mi-can-opy, and the 
immediate commander of the negroes, and conspicu- 
ous for his cruellties and courage. | saw his bleed. 
ing scalp in the hand of his conqueror, a Creek war- 
rior—:t wae nearly oval in shape, about twoand a 
halfinches long, by one and a half broat, and the 
hair formed two braids. The scout had one of our 
Creeks mortally wounded, by one of the hostiles who 
were killed. They brought the wounded man into 
camp, Ona litter made of poles, and placed him under 
4 tree to die, where he lay perfectly composed, as we 
continued our march. He was attended by two of 
his kintred, who were waiting on him ull nature 
shonld dissolve, when they would give him the quiet 
funeral rites of the warrior, and then go and seek 
their revenge of his enemies, The dying man ap- 
peared cali and thoughtful, and had bis finger on 
Lis mouth, as if he required silence; and perhaps was 
thinking of the law! of the warrior, who dies in bat- 
tle, where his hunating gronnais would be filled with 
game, and where he would always have a blue sky. 
He was shot inthe breast, and his blood seemed to 
flow inwardly. 

“We pissed a number of beantifal lakes, and tho’ 
the land was a pine barren, yet | could not help 
thinking that it was just such a country asthe In- 
diaus woull grieve to leave; and wheu | reflected 
that it had been the Semi: oles’ for untoll centuries, [ 
pitied the red inan, anJd could feel for the hardness of 
his lot.” ‘ 





3 ——————) 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


FLORIDA WAR. 


St. AucuTine, Jan 24.—We learn by the arrival 
of an officer of the army from For. Biter, last even. 
ing. that a detachment of three companies of dra- 
goons, under Capt. Lloyd J’ Beall, lett Fost Butler 
on a scout of seven days, and returned on the 21st, 
having capture! 16 Indians. When wear the A ha- 
pop-ka Lake, he discovered an Ladian trait, which 
be followed up untilhe fost it, aud halied, Ina short 
time he heard a rifle, and on looking up he sawa 
turkey fall troin a tree about 150 yards distant. His 
men were justantly extended and urged rapidly for- 
ward, when he succeeded in capturing the 16 In- 
dians—!wo men, two boys, and the rest Women and 
children. 

Capt. Beall’s company has left for the Okefenokee 
swamp. 

From the same source we learn that on the 20th 
a party of 5 Indians, near Fort Brooke, fired on a 
wagener while with his team,and severely wounded 
him in the breast, but not so severely as to prevent 
escape. In the wagon were a few bogs of orte and 
corn; the latter they endeavored to carry off, and, 
probably from fright, they were obliged to leave, 
after conveying it about 100 yards. Phe oxen in 
the wagon were left unharmed. On the 21st, Cap- 
tain Tompkins came up with their camp aud cap- 
tured theit camp equipage ; the Indians eflected their 
escape.— Herald. 

Posts, we understand, are to be re-established at 
Fort Pierce, (ladian river.) Fort Lauderdale, and 
Key Biscayne. Active preparations are making for 
that put pose. —Jdid. 











Cot. AnMisteAD.—Mr. Purnell, trom the Com- 
mittee of the Senate, to whom was referred the Re- 
solution of the House of Delegates, relative to pro- 
curing and presenting a Sword to the son of this of- 
ficer, on Tuesday last made the foliowing report of 
thereon, Which was subsequently approved by that 
body, and the resolution returned to the House *dis- 
sented from ” for the reasons therein assigned. 
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«The Co:unmittee to who:n was relerred the resolu- | 
tion author.ziog the G -vernor to procure and present 
asword to C. Hugh s Armistead, in testimony ol 
the high sense the lesislature entertain of the gailan! 
couduet of tis father, the Lite Col Arinistead, subst 
the tollowing r-purt: 

The committe have thought it their duty to enquire 
into the usage of former legislatures, ln regaid to 
similar cases, and to report the result of that tuquiry 
tothe S-nate. Entertaining a high sense of the gal- 
lant conduct of Col, Armisteal, aud of all who were 
engaged ia the defenee of Fort Mellonry, we yet 
believed that the Senate would not be disposed to es 
tablish a precedent in this ease. No expression of 
opinion on the part of the legislature can add to the 
reputation ef the commanding officer, on that ocea- 
sion. But the committee are of opinion, that the 
present practice of bestowing such testimonials py 
the legisiature, is of doubtfal propricty. Maryland 
has many sons who have distinguished thems Ives in 
the service of their country, ant imerit the highest re- 
wards of the State. To them and their trrends, it 
would aopear as if the lezisliture had undervalued 
their services, by sinzling ont an officer as more me- 
ritorions. These suggestions are made for the pur- 
pose of showing that we should not go beyond the 
rules upon which former legislatures have acted, 

No case has come to the knowledge of the cominit- 
tee, in which a sinilar honor has been conferred, 
upon other than native Marylanders, The State not 
Ouly manifests her admiration of the Officer, but ex- 
Libits also a State pride, in claiming him as her son. 
Such is also the usage in other States, and it is be- 
lieved that the State of Virginia has already bestowed 
a sword upon Col. Armistead, who was a native of} 
that State. Norhas any case cone to vur knowledge, 
in which a similar distinction has deen conferred upon 
the descendants of any officer— nor does the coin nit- 
tee think it should be doue, We have therefore, in, 
coining to a conclusion, brong it the ease within gen- 
eral rnles. We have not thonzht if necessary to ine) 
q'tire into the merits of this in tividual—but, yet, to) 
prevent misconstruction, we have thon rht proper to, 
expres? ourentire concurrence in the hizh opinion of 
bis conduct, expressed in the resolution. His ineino- | 
ry will be held in grateful recollection, and the high- 
est respect ant veneration by the co:nimeunity, in 
whose defence he fought.” Aanapolis Republican, 














Tue U. S. pric Consorr.— There have been so 
many stories printed about the Consort having been 
fired into by the Freneh squadion, oif Vera Cinz, 
that we have thought it worth while to find out the 
facts, and they are as follows. As the Consort was, 
standing for the port of Vera Cruz, a shot was fired | 
ahead of her by one of the French ships. She came 
to and demand-d an explanation, when the French | 
coininander declared that he was not aware of her) 
being a national vessel, and made the most full and | 
satisfactory apology to the Lieutenant Commandant, | 
Girdner, of the Consort, but also took the pains to 
send an explanation to the Co nmodor? comnan ting 
the American squadron, and to the American Con- 
sui. Every thing was done by the French officers 
which could possibly have been desired.— New York 
Journal of Commerce. 








From the Pennsylvanian. 
STRAITS OF MAGELLAN. 
We are indebted to the attention of a friend for the 
subjoined letter tron Captain McKeever, of the U. 
- havy, giving the details of an atteinpt nade by hin 
in November, 1337, to pass the straits of Magellan 
in the sloop of war Falinoath. The circumstances 
of this effort possess interest for a namber of our 
citizens. To those having business connections 
with the ports of the Pacific, it off+rs information 
that may be useful, for the writer discusses the rela- 
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tive advantages of the two modes of passing the 
southern extrainity of America. 





Copy of a leller fron Cuplain McKeever—on the 
Siraits of Migellan. 
U.S shiv faALMoUTH, 
Valparaiso, Dec. 11, 1837. 

Str: During my passage trom th+ United Staies, 
my aitention was treqaently directed to the subject 
of the navigation of the Straits of Magellan 5 aad al- 
though an extensive survey has recently been com- 
pl ted under the auspices of the British Government, 
iapperred to ine that the passage of this strait by an 
American ship of war would be such a confrimation 
of its practicability as to induce our merchant ships 
lo adopt itas the common avenue to the Pacitie, in 
preference to the more tedious aud usual voyage 
around Cape Horn. 

Alter availing wyself, to the fullest extent, of the 
information coutained in our books on the subject ; 
aller repeated coanversitions with our merehant 
captains at Roo, who seemed to feel a deep interest 
in the suecessful issue of the undertaking ; and hav- 
ing Obtamed th: Charts and Sading Direciions of the 
British Surveying Odlicers as my guides, |e solved 
lo make the atteupt. In so dum, | believed 1 was 
not departing trom the spirit of my tstructions, but 
that L night largely subserve the interest both of the 
national aud Commercial marine. "Tis true the pas- 
saze has olten been made by our whalers and seal- 
ers; yet | was under the impression that much still 
rematnel to be done to estabiish it as a cumimon 
thoroughfare. The advantages which seein to give 
the passage through the strait. a prelerence over the 
route by Cape Horn, and upon which | bestowed 
ample. consideration, are, firsi, the diderenee of dis- 
lance, being one thi in favor of the straits; se- 
condly, the nuwmber of good harbors where secure an- 
chorage might be had during storms and adverse 
winds; thiedly, au abundance of fresh water and 
wood, with an opportusily of obtaming tr sh provi- 
si0us from the Indians at vaiivus places; lourthly, 
the time occupied in the passage. The straits have 
been passed ta tour days; while, und-r the most fa- 
vorable circumstances, more than double that period 
is required to weather the cape. Again, the wind 
that would favor a passage round the cape, would be 
equaily favorable in the straits, and vice versa, with 
this diuderence, however, that in the lather a s cure 
harbor might be reached, instead of being obliged to 
“heave to” in the storms so irequent off Cape Horn, 

Alter a mature consideration of ali the cireamstan- 
evs, favorable and otherwise, I deviated from the 
usual route, and nade the land off Cape Virgins, the 
N. E. entrance to the Straits of Magellan, ou the 
morning of the 10th November, In the course of the 
day we succeeded in beating up to Dunz-ness Pornt, 
and came to anchor about 10 P.M. On the Iith we 


| reached Cape Possession and anchored for the mght. 


On Sunday morning, the b2th, we were under way at 
an early hour, and soon reached the entrance of the 
* First Narrows,” the most difficult and critical part 
of the passage. The tide was setting in our favor at 
the rate of 8 or 10 knots, and a fresh breeze blowing 
from the S. and W. Whilst in the inost contracted 
portion of the * Narrows,” a boat was deseried 
making for us from the Patagonian shore, and on her 
near approach the main top-sail was put back to re- 
ceive hr. It proved to be a whale-boat belonging to 
an American sealing vessel, containing six men, 
who had been left five months previously upon 
Graves’ island in quest of seal. Having been de- 
ceived, as they assert, in the quantity of provisions 
left with them, which were exhaused in a couple of 
months, they were obliged to subsist upon muscles, 
root-, &e, 

They left Graves’ island in their boat, and suc- 
ceeded in reaching, after great sufferings, Cape Greg- 
ory, in the straits where they received some assist- 
ance fiom the Patagonian Tudians, among whom two 
of their comrades preferred to reinain; there were 
eight of them originally left upon the island. When 
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they fell in with ua they were bound to Port Desire, 
disiaitso a2 $9) niles, in an daseaworthy boat, with 
a tattered stil, and with seareely any provisions o1 
water; and all of thein in a state of extreine eima- 
ciation and debility from protracted suterings. As 
sou as they were received on botrd, we filled away 
and puctly pissed the & Narrows,” when we ** caine 
to,” tn 10 fathoms water, by the advice of one of these 
men, (who had repeatedly passed the straits) about 
13 smiles from Cape Gregory. 

This was a position | would not perhaps have ta- 
kenif Cat actel entirely upon ny own judgnent ; 
but [yielded sooewhat iny own opinion to their 
supposed greater fa uiliarity with these diferent lo- 
calities. Shortly after we had + come to,” the wind 
from the S. and W. freshened to a gale, when a se- 
cond anchor was let zo; the wind and sea continued 
to increase, the ship began to drag, when our star- 
beard anchor pirted, ant finding ourselves rapidiy 
drifting towards the “ Narrows ” with the ebb tide, 
an effort was imate to heave up the larboird anehor. 
At this juncture the messen ser parted, and the anchor 
striking up»: a rock, the chain was torn fro: the 
deck stoppers, when, rushing with the greatest velo- 
city through the hinaenole, soon severed itself from 
the boit that confined it to the keelson. In this emer- 
gency it was fond necessary to uushackle the star- 
board cable at about 3) fathoins, and to inake sail up- 
on the ship. 

When we first “cameto” in the position above 
alluJed to, the s¢a was qiile sinooth, but the 8. W. 
gale soon lashed it up into what are cailed * the rip- 
ples;” which are said occasionally to break over a 
ship’s deck,and which proved far nore extensive than 
I was led to expect from the description contained in 
the sailing directions. 

Beis now deprived of our working anchors and 
cab.es, witha feeling of the deepest reluctance I was 
coinpelled to abandon a farther prosecution of the 
passage, at a ino nent when the greatest difficulty ap- 
peared to have been surmounted. The wind soon 
mnoderated, we re-passed **the Narrows,” and al 
twelve at night agam found ourselves oif Cape Vir- 
gins. 

I regret to add, that at the mo-nent_of parting our 
messenzer, one of the second gunners (Jos Kelsey) 
received a severe “co npound fracture” of the thigh, 
froin which, however, he is now convalescent. 

As the crew of the boat we picked up were en- 
tirely destitute of every thing, | ordered them to be 
put upon the ship’s bouks for pay and subsistence, 
till we reached this place, There is hardly a doubt, 
that if it had not been for our tinely assistance, they 
would soon have fallen victims to disease and star- 
vation. 

Nothing especial occured in our passage around 
Cape Horn. We had asuccession of cal.ns and bizhi 
favorable winds, until we reached longitude 83°, 
wheu we encountered winds fro.n the northward ant 
westward. O.F Catloe we hala heavy gale fro.n the 
S.and W. of short duration; since which we have 
hal pleasant weather. 

[f frou what [ inyself have experienced, and fron 
the infornatioa subsequently received iron diferent 
credible suurces, |oiunay be peratited to oder an 
opinion noon the feasbiity and expediency of the 
passaze of the straits, | would say, that there isa 
decide! advantage in point of tine in’ their favor, 
when the passage cad be efected, without incre 
ring any of tie acct le ate to which taeir navization 
is peculiarly liadle. Bat, troa the frequency and 
violence of wiles of wint, wiied are as sadlea as 
they are variable, the oecessity of aichocing fre- 
qieatly, the existenc® of shoals wien are vot wen: 
rately tocated in the charts, and the d fivulty o 
reaching an anchorige, when rendered inmost necesst- 
ry by See Hew chaaze of wind, which ia seldon to 
b: foreseen, all couterd ite to ren ler tie ordinary pas- 


preferable both for merchant vessels and men of war. 
[inty remark, too, that the rate of insurance would 
always beta favor of the usual route, whilst its safe- 
ty may b+ inferred, from the calculation, that hardiy 
one vessel is lost, of the 300 that pass the cape an- 
uually. 
Tne frequent passage of the straits by sealers and 
whalers cannot be adduced as an argument in their 
favor, as they are generally in the pursuit of their 
vucations, where tine is not an object of such im- 
portance, asto vessels employed in other branches of 
commerce, 
‘I have the honor to be, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Il. M’KEEVER, Commander. 
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ist Dragoons— Capt. D. Perkins’ resiguation accepted 
to take effect 2d Feb. ‘ 
2d Dragoons--Capt L. J B-all sueceeded in capturing 
sixteen hostile Indians in Florida. 

3d Artillery—t.ieut. Frazer attached tolight company, 
((*.) aad ordered to Carlisle, Pa. Lt. M.Burke has been 
relieved from the command of Mt. Vernon arsenal by 
Capt. Thornton, of the Ordnance. Ist Lt. T. Casey te- 
signs, to take eff-ct 23th Feb. i 
3d Infaniry—\.iewt. Eaton has left the regiment tn 
obedience to General Order, No. —, assigning him to 
duty at the Military Academy, and was in Washington 
on the 2d inst. 
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NAVY. 


ORDERS. 
Jan. 31-- Professor E. Fitch, frigate Constitution. 
Feb. | —Coinm’r French Forrest, transf. from the com- 
inaad of the ship Warren to that of the St Louis. 
Mid, W. C. B.S. Porter, frigate Coustitution. 
P. Mid. H. 3. Stellwagen, Rendezvous, Balt. 
Professor M. Yarnall, ship Warren. 
2—Mid. W.M. Wallace, Naval School, N. York. 
4—Lieut. J. Moorehead, detached from Rendez- 
vous, Philadelphia, ; 
Comm’r W. A. Spencer, command of ship 
Warren. 
5— Wid. W. H. Adams, Naval School, Norfolk. 
Mid. EB. C. Aaderson, W. E. Boudinot, C. 
Saunders, ship Warren. 
Sailinaker J. G. Gallagher, Navy Yard, Boston. 
Lieut. J. Lanman, tu Pensacola fur duty in ship 
Warren. 
P. Mid. W.S Smith, Rendezvous, Norfolk. 
P. Mid. G. J. Wyche, Depot of Charts, &e. 
APPOIN'tMENTS. 
Jan. 31.—Elisha Fiteb, Professor of Mathematics. 
Feb. \—Mordecai Yarval), Professor of Mathematica. 
RESIGNATIONS. 
Feb. 2—Wau. H. Brewster, 2d Lieut. Marine Corps, 
6— Moutfort S. Stokes, Passed Midshipinan. 








VESSELS REPORTED. 


United States ship Lexington, Capt. Clack, at Mazat- 
lan, December 3, 1333, to sail the next day for Valpa- 
raiso. On the morning of the 29th November she ex- 
perigueed a heavy gale off Mazatlan. The officers and 
crew were all well. 

Ship Boston, Commr. Babbit, at Havana, Jan. 15. 
Uapt. B. was endeavoring tu procure the liberation of the 
\aerican satlors who were inorisoued there sume time 
since. and put into the chain gang 

United States revenne cutter Vigilant, Capt. Conner, 
from a cruise to relieve vessels in distress, at Newport, 
Rn. 1., Jan. 30. 


MARRIAGES. 














On the Sth Jawary, by the Rev. I. Gregory, Chap- 
ain tothe garrison of Fort Leavenworth, Capt. BEN- 
JAMIN PD. MOORE, of the U. S. Ist Dragoons, to 
Yias MARTHA M., daughter of M. M. Hvenes, Esq. 

In New York, on the 22d inst... Mr. WILSON JA- 
OBS, to Miss HARRIET HATHAWAY, eldest daugh- 





aze “round Cape Horn,” to and frow the Paciiic, 


ter of F, W. Moores, Eeq., U.S. navy. 














: aaphas 
he na A a a 


- - . POP ERCR RRR: 
scope gaeienenereern ePMNRRERRRERE ta ae 




















Dey BRA SE sen 


